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THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

THE PROPHET

ELEKIEL

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

STILL prosecuting the subject of prophecy, we enter now
upon the inspired scripture written by Ezekiel. This Book of
Gop very properly follows that of Jeremiah, in that, as
Jeremiah predicted the captivity of the Church: Ezekiel
becomes a confirmation of it, in dating his prophecy from
among the captives in Babylon.

The author takes his name from an Hebrew word, of striking
signification, meaning, that he was upheld, or strengthened
by the LorD. The burden of Ezekiel's writings is chiefly of
events to be accomplished in the Church; and his Sermons,
which he delivered to the people, are many of them recorded
with his prophecies. Many of the predictions he uttered, had
their accomplishment after the return of the Church from
captivity: and some remain to this hour to be fulfilled: and
perhaps some are now fulfilling in the earth.

The time of Ezekiel's ministry is easy to be gathered, from
calculating the duration of the seventy years captivity. Ezekiel
began to be favoured with visions from the LORD, about the
thirtieth year (which was the fifth year of the captivity) of
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Jehoiakim: and his prophecy continued near three and twenty
years, so that it is no difficult matter to fix, the era of Ezekiel's
ministry. But we do not find it so easy to unravel and explain
the great scope and tendency of his prophecies. There are in
it many dark, mysterious, and deep things of Gob. Some
indeed, have been so blessedly explained, when accomplished
in their corresponding events, as have called forth the
admiration, love, and praise of the faithful to the LorD GobD of
the Prophets, for giving to the Church such tokens of his
favor, in watching over their interests in those periods. And
these remaining to be fulfilled, will no doubt in due season
lead to the same end. Every part of prophecy is discovered,
when accomplished, to have been pointing to Him, of whom
Moses and the Prophets wrote. And in the mean time, they
serve by their obscurity, to call up the attention, and to
exercise the faith of the Church, in waiting their
accomplishment. And as very much of JEsus is in the writings
of these holy men; yea, as the whole have no one object
ultimately considered, but as holding forth Him: so it is to the
unspeakable joy of the Church, when through the teaching of
Gob the HoLy GHosT, believers are led to discover, that to Him
give all the Prophets witness, that through his name,
whosoever believeth in Him, shall receive remission of sins.

I beg the Reader, before he enters upon this precious book of
Gop, that he will bend the knee of the heart in prayer with
me, that He, who directed the Prophet's pen, may influence
the Reader's heart to a right apprehension of the great truths
contained in it. And as the HoLy GHoST hath taught the Church
to understand, that no prophecy of the scripture was of any
private interpretation; he will be always on the lookout for the
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divine leadings of the same Almighty Author of his Sacred
Word, in the discovery of the LorD JEsus. And having such a
sure word of prophecy, he may take heed unto it, as unto a
light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the
day star shall arise in his heart. Amen.

CHAPTER 1

CONTENTS

The Chapter opens with an account of the time and place of
Ezekiel's prophecy. Some remarkable visions the Prophet
describes, with which he was favoured.

EzEKIEL 1:1-3

Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in
the fifth day of the month, as | was among the captives by the
river of Chebar, that the heavens were opened, and | saw visions
of God. (2) In the fifth day of the month, which was the fifth year
of king Jehoiachin’s captivity, (3) The word of the LORD came
expressly unto Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of
the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and the hand of the LORD was
there upon him.

Let the Reader call to mind, through the whole of this
prophecy, the state in which the Prophet as well as the
Church was, at the time of those visions with which he was
favoured. Gob's people are peculiarly blessed, when brought
into peculiar situations. Jeremiah was in the dungeon, Ezekie/
in captivity; and John in exile in the desolate island of Patmos,
when the LorD manifested his special tokens of favor. Reader!
it is very blessed to be withdrawn wholly from men, in order
to enjoy communion with Gop. It appears by this account,
that four whole years had run out, in which we hear of no



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

vision. And it should seem, that all this while the Church lay
without ordinances and means of grace, or Sabbaths; as a
Wife deserted of her Husband! Reader! think of your
privileges, and mark the LORD'S mercy to Israel. Though a
wife of whoredoms; and though sent into captivity; yet the
LorRD hateth putting away. He will not leave himself without
witness. Ezekiel shall be commissioned. Reader! look to those
scriptures! Isaiah 42:22-25. Jeremiah 31:20. Malachi 2:16.

EZEKIEL 1:4-5

And | looked, and, behold, a whirlwind came out of the north, a
great cloud, and a fire infolding itself, and a brightness was about
it, and out of the midst thereof as the colour of amber, out of the
midst of the fire. (5) Also out of the midst thereof came the
likeness of four living creatures. And this was their appearance;
they had the likeness of a man.

I desire to speak with all possible diffidence, and with an holy
awe upon my mind, when | say, that | conceive, the close of
this fifth verse, throws a light upon the whole of this vision.
Those four living creatures, are said to have the likeness of a
man. Is not this evidently in allusion to the human nature of
the LorD Jesus CHRIST? If the Reader will compare the account
which the beloved Apostle gives, of the vision he saw, in an
age so distant as John lived from Ezekiel, (Revelation 4:6-8.),
he will I think, be led to conclude, that the vision is one and
the same. At least it must have proceeded from one and the
same Almighty Teacher. And the situation of both £zekie/ and
John, at the time of this vision was similar. £zekie/ in captivity,
and John a banished exile. Sweet thought to Gobp’s people! A
prison or banishment may shut his people up; but nothing can
shut Gobp out!
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EzEKIEL 1:6-27

And every one had four faces, and every one had four wings. (7)
And their feet were straight feet; and the sole of their feet was
like the sole of a calf's foot: and they sparkled like the colour of
burnished brass. (8) And they had the hands of a man under their
wings on their four sides; and they four had their faces and their
wings. (9) Their wings were joined one to another; they turned
not when they went; they went every one straight forward. (10)
As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a man,
and the face of a lion, on the right side: and they four had the
face of an ox on the left side; they four also had the face of an
eagle. (11) Thus were their faces: and their wings were stretched
upward; two wings of every one were joined one to another, and
two covered their bodies. (12) And they went every one straight
forward: whither the spirit was to go, they went; and they turned
not when they went. (13) As for the likeness of the living
creatures, their appearance was like burning coals of fire, and like
the appearance of lamps: it went up and down among the living
creatures; and the fire was bright, and out of the fire went forth
lightning. (14) And the living creatures ran and returned as the
appearance of a flash of lightning. (15) Now as I beheld the living
creatures, behold one wheel upon the earth by the living
creatures, with his four faces. (16) The appearance of the wheels
and their work was like unto the colour of a beryl: and they four
had one likeness: and their appearance and their work was as it
were a wheel in the middle of a wheel. (17) When they went, they
went upon their four sides: and they turned not when they went.
(18) As for their rings, they were so high that they were dreadful;
and their rings were full of eyes round about them four. (19) And
when the living creatures went, the wheels went by them: and
when the living creatures were lifted up from the earth, the
wheels were lifted up. (20) Whithersoever the spirit was to go,
they went, thither was their spirit to go; and the wheels were
lifted up over against them: for the spirit of the living creature was
in the wheels. (21) When those went, these went; and when
those stood, these stood; and when those were lifted up from the
earth, the wheels were lifted up over against them: for the spirit
of the living creature was in the wheels. (22) And the likeness of
the firmament upon the heads of the living creature was as the
colour of the terrible crystal, stretched forth over their heads
above. (23) And under the firmament were their wings straight,
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the one toward the other: every one had two, which covered on
this side, and every one had two, which covered on that side,
their bodies. (24) And when they went, | heard the noise of their
wings, like the noise of great waters, as the voice of the Almighty,
the voice of speech, as the noise of an host: when they stood,
they let down their wings. (25) And there was a voice from the
firmament that was over their heads, when they stood, and had
let down their wings. (26) And above the firmament that was over
their heads was the likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a
sapphire stone: and upon the likeness of the throne was the
likeness as the appearance of a man above upon it. (27) And |
saw as the colour of amber, as the appearance of fire round about
within it, from the appearance of his loins even upward, and from
the appearance of his loins even downward, | saw as it were the
appearance of fire, and it had brightness round about.

It is worthy the Reader's closest attention, how often during
this account the appearance of a man is spoken of. Was it,
(for 1 only ask the question, and do not presume to decide,)
to lead the Prophet, and the Church by the Prophet's ministry,
to the contemplation of the assumption of our nature into the
GoDHEAD? Knowing the infinite importance of the thing itself,
that the union of the GobHeaD with the Manhood was the
grand comfort of the Church, by every way and in every
representation the blessed doctrine shall be revealed. It was,
and hath been from everlasting, the delight of the Son of Gob
to marry our nature, for the grand purposes included in it,
and therefore, the Church shall be comforted during their
exile in these outlines of redemption. Precious Jesus! was it
thus thou wert pleased to manifest thyself in those early ages,
to show thy love to thy people.

EZEKIEL 1:28

As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of
rain, so was the appearance of the brightness round about. This
was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. And
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when | saw /t, | fell upon my face, and | heard a voice of one that
spake.

Reader! observe the effect on the Prophet's mind! So was it
with Daniel! So was it with JohAn! So must it be with all the
faithful! Gop is awful, in his very mercies. Daniel 8:17, 18.
Daniel 10:8. Revelation 1:17.

REFLECTIONS

READER! pause at your entrance on this sacred book of Gob,
and ponder well over the great things recorded in this
Chapter. Observe the grace of the LorD in following his
Church into Babylon. Though his people, are led into captivity
for their sins and rebellion: yet the LorD will not, because he
cannot, forget his Covenant-relation to them. Blessedly was it
said ages before this, that though he gave them into the hand
of the heathen, and they that hated them ruled over them:
yet he remembered for them his Covenant, and made them to
be pitied, of all them that carried them away captives. Oh! for
grace to remember this, in all and amidst all the unworthiness
of our own hearts. The efficacy and worthiness of the LAamB
Slain from the foundation of the world continues the same;
though there be new transgressions in the LORD'S people,
from day to day.

Observe also, how graciously the LoOrRD raised up for his
people, this faithful servant the Prophet, that while the people
had no temple, no service, no sanctuary, to repair to; the
LORD’s ministry by his servant, might be the LORD’s witness.
Oh! how sweet is it, in the absence of ordinances, to have a
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faithful friend sent from the LorD, to remind us of his grace,
and that his mercy endureth forever!

And Reader! do not forget the awfulness of this vision, by
which the Prophet was taught. No doubt, Ezekie/
contemplated what he saw, with the most profound humility.
And in the reading of it, may our souls go forth under similar
impressions, crying out with the heavenly host, Holy, Holy,
Holy, LorD Gob Almighty which is, and which was, and which
/s to come. What can be more becoming than for creatures
such as we are, to fall low to the dust of the earth, in the
contemplation of His divine majesty, before whom a// the
nations of the earth are but as the drop of the bucket, and as
the small dust of the balance!

One word more by way of reflection, on this most sublime but
precious Chapter. May both Writer and Reader never forget,
that amidst all the mysteries of this vision, the face of a man
was held forth in it, and a voice was heard by the Prophet,
which he distinctly observed. Surely, this could be no other
than the LorD Jesus: and the design of it to represent the
incarnation of the LorD Jesus, as the most blessed of all
revelations to the Church. Reader! pause once more over this
view, and ask your own heart, whether such visions of the
LorD hath been made to your soul's joy? Have you seen GobD
in CHRIST, and hath the LoRrRD the SpIRIT formed GoD’S CHRIST in
your heart the hope of glory? Oh! the blessedness of thus
knowing CHRIST! Oh! the mercy manifested to any, and to
every poor sinner, whom the LORD JEHOVAH hath given the
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him.
Every place is then a Chebar, and every day then a Sabbath!
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CHAPTER 2

CONTENTS

The Prophet is here ordained, and a most blessed ordination
it was The LORD showeth him what is to be the nature of his
ministry, and aids him to be armed for the service.

EzEKIEL 2:1
And he said unto me, Son of man, stand upon thy feet, and I will
speak unto thee.

We have here the divine ordination of the Prophet to his
ministry. The LorRD having prepared his mind by the solemn
vision in the foregoing Chapter; and that vision having caused
the Prophet to fall upon his face before the LorD! The
Ordination now begins. Oh! how devoutly to be prayed for is
it, that the ministers of GoD’s sanctuary, were all thus
prepared under impressions of grace, and humbled to the
dust of the earth before the LORD, in a consciousness of their
own nothingness, when expecting ordination, to go forth to
tell others of their nothingness, and the LORD Jesus's all-
sufficiency. | detain the Reader at this verse just to remark
the peculiarity of expression by which the Prophet is called,
Son of Man! None of the Prophet's but Ezekie/, as far as |
recollect, was ever called by this name; and he no less than
ninety times in his prophecy. Was it as a type of JEsus? | ask
the question, but determine it not. Certainly it is remarkable.
For it is a phrase peculiarly made use of for the LOrRD JESus
CHRIST. And of Him it is used in the Gospels more than
threescore times.

EZEKIEL 2:2
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And the spirit entered into me when he spake unto me, and set
me upon my feet, that | heard him that spake unto me.

Let the Reader, while observing the Prophet's sacred
ordination, fail not to observe with it, what is here said: that
the SPIRIT entered into him, and set him on his feet, so that
he heard him that spake. How truly blessed is that ordination,
(and none else can be blessed), which hath the LorD JEsus, as
the Great Bishop of souls to ordain, and the HoLy GHoOST
inwardly to move, and to qualify for the arduous work of the
ministry! Reader! pray that the LorD will suffer none to go,
but such as are thus ordained!

EZEKIEL 2:3-5

And he said unto me, Son of man, | send thee to the children of
Israel, to a rebellious nation that hath rebelled against me: they
and their fathers have transgressed against me, even unto this
very day. (4) For they are impudent children and stiffhearted. | do
send thee unto them; and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith
the Lord GOD. (5) And they, whether they will hear, or whether
they will forbear, (for they are a rebellious house,) yet shall know
that there hath been a prophet among them.

Observe the characters to whom the Prophet is sent. 7he
house of Israel. So the LorD JEsus declared. Matthew 15:24.
But then observe, Israel included the whole Church of CHRIST.
Nor so the HoLy GHosT, in after ages, taught by Paul. If ye be
CHRIST'S, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to
the promise, Galatians 3:29. And so Gobp the FATHER before
had declared: Isaiah 49:6. John 17:2. Observe farther, the
character of Israel, stiff-necked, rebellious, impudent children.
But still children. Never lose sight of this neither. Though as
the Prophet saith, they were all this and more, and had a
whore's forehead, Jeremiah 3:3. yet were never they

10
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otherwise than children. Rebellious children, but not rebels.
The HoLy GHOST makes a nice distinction in the two terms all
over the Bible. And | believe, that the LorD hath never once
called his children rebels! yea, the LORD appears to have been
angry with Moses for calling them so. Numbers 20:10. But the
LoRD expressly called those rebels among them, which were
not in the Covenant. For all are not Israel which are of Israel.
Neither because they are the seed of Abraham, (for such
were the children of the bond-maid Hagar and of Keturah,)
are they all children, that is, children of promise. Romans 9:6,
7. If the Reader wishes a clear apprehension of this subject,
(and it is a blessed subject to the Church of the living Gob,)
let him see if he can find in all the Bible a child of Gobp called a
rebel. But on the contrary, he will find the reprobate expressly
called by this name. Hence in the instance of Korah and his
company, so are they called. Numbers 17:10. Again in Ezekiel
20:38. the LorD saith, he will purge out from among his
people the rebels. But when at anytime, as in this Chapter,
the LorD speaks of his children, his chosen, he calls them still
children, though rebellious children: and pronounceth a woe
upon them, (that is, great sorrow of heart, when recovered by
grace to a sense of sin), but not everlasting woe for their
rebellion. See Isaiah 30:1, 8, 9. Isaiah 65:2. Psalm 78:8. And
that this woe is only meant temporary, the LORD speaks of
those rebellious children, which he had before described, that
he waited to be gracious to them. Isaiah 30:18. See Chapter
20:29-37.

EZEKIEL 2:6-8

And thou, son of man, be not afraid of them, neither be afraid of
their words, though briers and thorns be with thee, and thou dost
dwell among scorpions: be not afraid of their words, nor be

11
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dismayed at their looks, though they be a rebellious house. (7)
And thou shalt speak my words unto them, whether they will
hear, or whether they will forbear: for they are most rebellious.
(8) But thou, son of man, hear what | say unto thee; Be not thou
rebellious like that rebellious house: open thy mouth, and eat that
I give thee.

Observe, how the LorD arms his faithful servants to a
boldness in his cause: and what assurance he gives them of
his support. So he did Jeremiah. Jeremiah 1:7, 8, 17, 18. So
did the three worthies. Daniel 3:16-18. So CHRIST his disciples.
Mark 16:18. Luke 10:3. Acts 5:19, 20.

EzEKIEL 2:9-10

And when | looked, behold, an hand was sent unto me; and, lo, a
roll of a book was therein; (10) And he spread it before me; and it
was written within and without: and there was written therein
lamentations, and mourning, and woe.

Here by type the Prophet is shown the illustration of the
LorD's charge to him, and the tokens of the LORD's anointing
him to his ministry. It is worthy remark, that /saiah had a
similar open manifestation given him at his ordination: and
John the beloved Apostle, in the visions he saw. Isaiah 6.
Revelation 10:8-10. Perhaps, by these outward tokens, it was
intended to teach the Church, both ministers and people, that
the words of the LorD are not to be heard or read only, but
eaten and lived upon. So the Prophet Jeremiah expressed
himself, Jeremiah 15:16. and 20:9. And if the written word be
so blessed, what must be the Uncreated Word, even CHRIST
the /iving bread? John 6:33, &c.

REFLECTIONS

12
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IF my humble commentary could be supposed to fall under
the eye of any of the ministers of Gop’s sanctuary, | would
venture to say to such an one, behold, my brother! the
solemnity of Ezekiel's ordination; and then enquire, whether it
can be supposed, that in the Church of Jesus now, the
ordination of any can be less solemn, or less important? Did
One like the SoN of man, ordain Ezekie/? And did the SPIRIT
enter into the Prophet, as the LorD spake to him? And can
there be any real ordination now, but under the same
Almighty authority? Did | say at mine ordination, that I
believed myself to be inwardly moved by the HoLy GHosST to
take upon me that holy office? And have | never enquired
since, whether that Almighty SPIRIT hath spoken /7 me to my
own soul, and by me to the souls of others? Oh! what an
awful thing it must be, in any, to rush into the ministry
unsent, uncalled, unauthorized, unanointed. Oh! for grace to
be given to the ministers of my Gob, to be faithful to Gop and
to souls! LorD Jesus! do thou fulfil thy gracious promise, and
give to thy Church, Pastors according to thine own heart,
which shall feed thy people with understanding and
knowledge. LORD Jesus! impress it upon the minds of
unfaithful Pastors, how truly awful must it be, When the sins
of the priests make the offerings of the LorD to be abhorred
by the people. 1 Samuel 2:17. Reader! join my soul in prayer
to Gop, that none may go forth to the LORD's ministry, but
such as are of the LorD's ordination. And then like Ezekiel,
whether men will hear, or whether they will forbear, they shall
know that there hath been a Prophet among them!

CHAPTER 3

13
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CONTENTS

The ordination of Ezekiel /s continued through part of this
Chapter. About the middle of the Chapter we find the Prophet
beginning his ministry. The Prophet relates, how powerfully
the hand of the LorD was upon him.

EzeEKIEL 3:1-14

Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, eat that thou findest; eat
this roll, and go speak unto the house of Israel. (2) So | opened
my mouth, and he caused me to eat that roll. (3) And he said
unto me, Son of man, cause thy belly to eat, and fill thy bowels
with this roll that I give thee. Then did | eat /z and it was in my
mouth as honey for sweetness. (4) And he said unto me, Son of
man, go, get thee unto the house of Israel, and speak with my
words unto them. (5) For thou art not sent to a people of a
strange speech and of an hard language, but to the house of
Israel; (6) Not to many people of a strange speech and of an hard
language, whose words thou canst not understand. Surely, had |
sent thee to them, they would have hearkened unto thee. (7) But
the house of Israel will not hearken unto thee; for they will not
hearken unto me: for all the house of Israel are impudent and
hardhearted. (8) Behold, | have made thy face strong against
their faces, and thy forehead strong against their foreheads. (9)
As an adamant harder than flint have | made thy forehead: fear
them not, neither be dismayed at their looks, though they be a
rebellious house. (10) Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, all
my words that | shall speak unto thee receive in thine heart, and
hear with thine ears. (11) And go, get thee to them of the
captivity, unto the children of thy people, and speak unto them,
and tell them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; whether they will hear, or
whether they will forbear. (12) Then the spirit took me up, and |
heard behind me a voice of a great rushing, saying, Blessed be
the glory of the LORD from his place. (13) / heard also the noise
of the wings of the living creatures that touched one another, and
the noise of the wheels over against them, and a noise of a great
rushing. (14) So the spirit lifted me up, and took me away, and |
went in bitterness, in the heat of my spirit; but the hand of the
LORD was strong upon me.

14
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| beg the Reader to pause again and again, while going
through the very solemn service of £zekie/'s ordination. What
an idea doth it awaken in the mind of its importance. Though
the LorD Jesus himself is the Bishop who layeth on hands: yet
no haste is observed. With what earnestness is the Prophet
reminded of his charge! Eating and feeling the effects of the
roll, plainly set forth, how GopD’s word is to be received, as
well by ministers as people. The preacher that doth not first
preach his sermon to his own soul, will feel no interest that it
should be felt by his hearers to their eternal salvation. But
those words are warmly delivered, which come from the
heart. Jeremiah 15:16. Luke 9:44. Revelation 10:9. What is
here said of the SpIRIT's taking him up and carrying him away,
may serve to teach faithful ministers of Jesus, how graciously
the Lorp, the HoLy GHosT watches over them for good, and
sends them forth to his service. Acts 13:2-4.

EzEKIEL 3:15-21

Then | came to them of the captivity at Telabib, that dwelt by the
river of Chebar, and | sat where they sat, and remained there
astonished among them seven days. (16) And it came to pass at
the end of seven days, that the word of the LORD came unto me,
saying, (17) Son of man, | have made thee a watchman unto the
house of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give
them warning from me. (18) When | say unto the wicked, Thou
shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to
warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same
wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will | require at
thine hand. (19) Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not
from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his
iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul. (20) Again, When a
righteous man doth turn from his righteousness, and commit
iniquity, and | lay a stumblingblock before him, he shall die:
because thou hast not given him warning, he shall die in his sin,
and his righteousness which he hath done shall not be
remembered; but his blood will I require at thine hand. (21)

15
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Nevertheless if thou warn the righteous man, that the righteous
sin not, and he doth not sin, he shall surely live, because he is
warned; also thou hast delivered thy soul.

I cannot but admire the silence, both of the Prophet and of
the people, during the seven days waiting upon the LORD.
When we come to enter into the retirings of the LorD, surely
a silent, humble, solemn waiting until the HoLy GHOST gives a
door of utterance, seems to be but the necessary conduct of
poor polluted sinners, coming into the presence of an Holy
Gob. How blessedly the Prophet gives this charge to the
people. Isaiah 41:1. And what servant, what minister of the
LorD, that reads the LOrRD’'S commands here given to the
Prophet, but must feel concerned in all the exercises of his
ministry!

EZEKIEL 3:22-27

And the hand of the LORD was there upon me; and he said unto
me, Arise, go forth into the plain, and I will there talk with thee.
(23) Then | arose, and went forth into the plain: and, behold, the
glory of the LORD stood there, as the glory which | saw by the
river of Chebar: and | fell on my face. (24) Then the spirit entered
into me, and set me upon my feet, and spake with me, and said
unto me, Go, shut thyself within thine house. (25) But thou, O son
of man, behold, they shall put bands upon thee, and shall bind
thee with them, and thou shalt not go out among them: (26) And
I will make thy tongue cleave to the roof of thy mouth, that thou
shalt be dumb, and shalt not be to them a reprover: for they are a
rebellious house. (27) But when | speak with thee, | will open thy
mouth, and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD;
He that heareth, let him hear; and he that forbeareth, let him
forbear: for they are a rebellious house.

The renewal of the vision by the river Chebar, seems to have
been intended for the encouragement of the Prophet; and
serves to show, what a gracious regard and attention the
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LorD is always manifesting to his ministering servants. It
speaks the same language, though not in the same way as, in
after ages, the Redeemer expressed himself by, when he said,
Lo! I am with you always, even unto the end of the world,
Matthew 28:20.

REFLECTIONS

How few, how very few would rush into the ministry unsent,
uncalled, unanointed; did they but study the commission of
Ezekiel closely, and well ponder over what the LORD here saith
to him, of demanding the blood of souls at his hand, if found
negligent and unfaithful! Surely it is enough to make the heart
of the most upright and conscientious minister to tremble, lest
after all his diligence, somewhat should he overlooked; some
precious souls should be forgotten; or through ignorance or
inattention, that which is lame should be turned out of the
way. And what tremendous judgments must be in the final
issue of that man's ministry, whose sole object is not to win
souls, but the world; and like the unworthy descendants of
the old £/, desire to be put /nto the priest's office only that
they might eat a piece of bread. Gracious High Priest and
Bishop of thy Church and people! do thou send forth faithful
men in thy service, and give, as thou hast promised, Pastors
to thy sanctuary, after thine own heart and mind, that shall
feed thy people with understanding and knowledge! LORD!
make them what thou wouldest have them to be, and take
both ministers and people, under thine own divine teaching,
that they may be found faithful, when thou comest to take
home thy Church, in the great day of account.
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CHAPTER 4

CONTENTS

In this Chapter the Prophet is engaged to instruct the people;
and which he doth under the similitude of a siege, to show
the state of their captivity.

EZEKIEL 4:1-3

Thou also, son of man, take thee a tile, and lay it before thee, and
pourtray upon it the city, even Jerusalem: (2) And lay siege
against it, and build a fort against it, and cast a mount against it;
set the camp also against it, and set battering rams against it
round about. (3) Moreover take thou unto thee an iron pan, and
set it fora wall of iron between thee and the city: and set thy face
against it, and it shall be besieged, and thou shalt lay siege
against it. This shall be a sign to the house of Israel.

There is somewhat very striking in the ministry of Ezekiel,
different from that of other Prophets for the most part. He
was not only to deliver Gop’s truths by word of mouth: but
also to represent by lively images the signification. Jeremiah
wore a yoke of wood, constantly about him, in order to be a
living testimony of the people's bondage; but Ezekie/
constantly preached by type, in a great variety of ways.

EZEKIEL 4:4-8

Lie thou also upon thy left side, and lay the iniquity of the house
of Israel upon it: according to the number of the days that thou
shalt lie upon it thou shalt bear their iniquity. (5) For | have laid
upon thee the years of their iniquity, according to the number of
the days, three hundred and ninety days: so shalt thou bear the
iniquity of the house of Israel. (6) And when thou hast
accomplished them, lie again on thy right side, and thou shalt
bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty days: | have
appointed thee each day for a year. (7) Therefore thou shalt set
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thy face toward the siege of Jerusalem, and thine arm shall be
uncovered, and thou shalt prophesy against it. (8) And, behold, I
will lay bands upon thee, and thou shalt not turn thee from one
side to another, till thou hast ended the days of thy siege.

I cannot but think somewhat more than E£zekie/, as a servant,
and the captivity of the people in Babylon, was intended by
this type. At least it is hardly possible to overlook CHRisT, the
one and only suited burden-bearer of his people's sins, as
here alluded to Jesus, indeed, not only on his side, but in his
whole person in his body-sufferings, and soul-travail, bare the
sins of his redeemed, and carried their sorrows. And most
blessed it is to eye Him under this divine character.

EZEKIEL 4:9-15

Take thou also unto thee wheat, and barley, and beans, and
lentiles, and millet, and fitches, and put them in one vessel, and
make thee bread thereof, according to the number of the days
that thou shalt lie upon thy side, three hundred and ninety days
shalt thou eat thereof. (10) And thy meat which thou shalt eat
shall be by weight, twenty shekels a day: from time to time shalt
thou eat it. (11) Thou shalt drink also water by measure, the sixth
part of an hin: from time to time shalt thou drink. (12) And thou
shalt eat it as barley cakes, and thou shalt bake it with dung that
cometh out of man, in their sight. (13) And the LORD said, Even
thus shall the children of Israel eat their defiled bread among the
Gentiles, whither | will drive them. (14) Then said I, Ah Lord GOD!
behold, my soul hath not been polluted: for from my youth up
even till now have | not eaten of that which dieth of itself, or is
torn in pieces; neither came there abominable flesh into my
mouth. (15) Then he said unto me, Lo, | have given thee cow's
dung for man’s dung, and thou shalt prepare thy bread therewith.

The Reader will have a better idea of the coarse and scanty
fare of the Prophet, if he understands, that this mixed grain
not only made the whole unpleasant, but the allowance was
scarcely enough, (and to a poor man confined to lay on his
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side, still harder) to keep life. A sheke/ was only about half an
ounce; and an A/n only eight ounces, or half a pint. And what
a filthy and loathsome method of dressing was enjoined the
LorD's servant. And though the LoRrD, at his representation,
permitted an exchange from man's dung to cow dung for the
purpose; yet still the poor Prophet had poor fare. What would
some high fed and dainty characters among our clergy think
of this! And yet Ezekie/ was an eminent servant of the LORD!

EZEKIEL 4:16-17

Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, behold, | will break the
staff of bread in Jerusalem: and they shall eat bread by weight,
and with care; and they shall drink water by measure, and with
astonishment: (17) That they may want bread and water, and be
astonied one with another, and consume away for their iniquity.

Melancholy as this was, when the bread and water were given
out by weight and measure, yet infinitely more distressing is
it, when the LOorRD makes a famine, not of the bread that
perisheth, but that which endureth to everlasting life. Oh
LorD! keep to us the blessed and invaluable privilege of our
Sabbaths, and of Jesus the bread of life. Amos 8:11. John
6:35, &c.

REFLECTIONS

READER! amidst many very sweet and profitable subjects
suggested to our contemplation by the several types in this
Chapter, | feel my mind constrained to one or two more
immediately striking; and may the LorD direct yours also to
the contemplation of the same. Who can overlook the LorD
CHRIST as the great burden-bearer of his Church and people,
while reading of Gop’s appointment of £zekiel/ to represent the
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bearing of iniquity: or, who that knows the blessedness of
abundance, both in temporals and spirituals, but must be
instantly led to eye CHRIST, as the bread of life, and the
sanctifying mercy in the bread that perisheth with using,
when sitting down to the enjoyment of either. Surely the
Prophet was but the faintest type of Jesus, under the
character of a burden-bearer, when laying on his side. Painful
as the posture must have been, yet, what was it to JEsus
hanging on the cross, suffering not only agonies of body, but
the deepest anguish of soul when dying, the just for the
unfust to bring us unto Gob! Precious LORD! may my soul
behold thee often under this blessed character! And may |
daily know, what it is to live upon thy fulness, and that the
HoLy GHosT breaketh to me daily of thee the staff of life, of
which whosoever eateth shall live for ever. LORD! evermore
give me this bread!

CHAPTER 5
CONTENTS

The Prophet in this Chapter, is still carrying on his instruction
by similitudes. Under the type of hair shaven from the head,
and beard, is shown, how the LorD will bring under close
punishment the people of Jerusalem.

EZEKIEL 5:1-4

And thou, son of man, take thee a sharp knife, take thee a
barber’s razor, and cause /f to pass upon thine head and upon thy
beard: then take thee balances to weigh, and divide the harr. (2)
Thou shalt burn with fire a third part in the midst of the city, when
the days of the siege are fulfilled: and thou shalt take a third part,
and smite about it with a knife: and a third part thou shalt scatter
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in the wind; and | will draw out a sword after them. (3) Thou shalt
also take thereof a few in number, and bind them in thy skirts. (4)
Then take of them again, and cast them into the midst of the fire,
and burn them in the fire; for thereof shall a fire come forth into
all the house of Israel.

The type is very expressive, and full to the purpose. And if we
consider the judgment here spoken of spiritually, (and no
doubt it was so intended,) the head and the hair, represent
CHrIST and his Church. During the separation of the people by
captivity, they were as hair shaven off and carried away: and
the LORD's anger is most strongly expressed under the image
and figure. The relief to the soul under this view the HoLy
GHosT hath given, Romans 11:15-23. | would have the Reader
look at CHRIST'S commendation of his Church, under the
similitude, Song Of Solomon 7:5. The different exercises of
the Church, are as strongly represented, under the threefold
sentence of the hair. See Zechariah 13:9. And | cannot
forbear adding, that according to my view of this scripture,
the few in number, the Prophet was commended to bind in
his skirts, carries with the precept a strong presumption, that
the LorD thereby referred to that few chosen, which in the
worst of times the LorD hath reserved among the remnant of
his people. Isaiah 11:16.

EZEKIEL 5:5-17

Thus saith the Lord GOD; This /s Jerusalem: | have set it in the
midst of the nations and countries that are round about her. (6)
And she hath changed my judgments into wickedness more than
the nations, and my statutes more than the countries that are
round about her: for they have refused my judgments and my
statutes, they have not walked in them. (7) Therefore thus saith
the Lord GOD; Because ye multiplied more than the nations that
are round about you, and have not walked in my statutes, neither
have kept my judgments, neither have done according to the
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judgments of the nations that are round about you; (8) Therefore
thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I, even I, am against thee, and
will execute judgments in the midst of thee in the sight of the
nations. (9) And | will do in thee that which | have not done, and
whereunto | will not do any more the like, because of all thine
abominations. (10) Therefore the fathers shall eat the sons in the
midst of thee, and the sons shall eat their fathers; and | will
execute judgments in thee, and the whole remnant of thee will I
scatter into all the winds. (11) Wherefore, as | live, saith the Lord
GOD; Surely, because thou hast defiled my sanctuary with all thy
detestable things, and with all thine abominations, therefore will |
also diminish thee; neither shall mine eye spare, neither will |
have any pity. (12) A third part of thee shall die with the
pestilence, and with famine shall they be consumed in the midst
of thee: and a third part shall fall by the sword round about thee;
and | will scatter a third part into all the winds, and | will draw out
a sword after them. (13) Thus shall mine anger be accomplished,
and | will cause my fury to rest upon them, and 1 will be
comforted: and they shall know that | the LORD have spoken /zin
my zeal, when | have accomplished my fury in them. (14)
Moreover | will make thee waste, and a reproach among the
nations that are round about thee, in the sight of all that pass by.
(15) So it shall be a reproach and a taunt, an instruction and an
astonishment unto the nations that are round about thee, when |
shall execute judgments in thee in anger and in fury and in furious
rebukes. | the LORD have spoken /z (16) When 1 shall send upon
them the evil arrows of famine, which shall be for their
destruction, and which | will send to destroy you: and 1 will
increase the famine upon you, and will break your staff of bread:
(17) So will I send upon you famine and evil beasts, and they shall
bereave thee; and pestilence and blood shall pass through thee;
and | will bring the sword upon thee. | the LORD have spoken /z.

How often the LorD complains of his people in the Old
Testament, that in their sins, they were more stupid and
senseless than the idolatrous nations around them. Never was
it known, that heathens changed their dung-hill gods for
others: but the LorD's people changed their glory for that
which could not profit them. Jeremiah 2:10, 11. | appeal to
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the Reader, if so be he hath been taught of the LorD, and
knows anything of the plague of his own heart, whether the
same is not but too applicable to the people and Church of
Gob in all ages. Unbelief in a child of Gob is more heinous,
more offensive, than the infidelity of the unawakened. How
pathetically the LOorD seems to lament the degeneracy in his
people, concerning himself. Psalm 81:11, 12, &c.

REFLECTIONS

READER! let us in the perusal of this Chapter, observe the
gracious mercy of a Covenant Gob, who in the midst of
judgments, will have his people regard his love. Hence the
Prophet shall be commissioned to preach to them, as well by
type as sermon, to show the people, that, though rebellious
children, they are not forgotten by him. So that though the
man of GoD is to cause the razor to pass upon his head, and
the hair is partly to be burnt, and partly divided with the
knife, and partly scattered to the wind: to intimate, the
separation for a time of the people from their glorious head;
yet still in covenant-relations, the LorD will not finally cast
away his people whom he foreknew, though he will reprove
them for their wickedness.

Reader! we shall find a sweet subject of consolation from the
contents of this Chapter, in hearing how CHRIST comforts his
Church under a similar similitude. 7Aine head upon thee, saith
JEsus, /s like Carmel; and the hair of thine head like purple;
the king is held in the galleries. How fair and how pleasant art
thou, O love, for delights! And when we behold JEsus, as the
Head of his body the Church; and the hair intimating the
innumerable members which grow upon him; Jesus is held by
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virtue of this union, in the galleries of covenant grace, and the
purple vesture of his blood becomes the token of cleansing
from all sin. Though by sin and departure from him, the
children of Gob lose sight of their privileges; yet his grace and
mercy remains the same: though we believe not, yet he
abideth faithful, he cannot deny himself. Precious Redeemer!
how blessed is it to see our safety and security in thee. Truly
LorD, all thy redeemed may say with one of old, and in
reference to every individual of thy family, though he fall, he
shall not be utterly cast down, for the LORD upholdeth him
with his hand.

CHAPTER 6

CONTENTS

This Chapter is but a continuation of the former. the LORD /s
still expostulating with his people. We have in the middle of
the Chapter a gracious promise.

EZEKIEL 6:1-7

And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, (2) Son of man,
set thy face toward the mountains of Israel, and prophesy against
them, (3) And say, Ye mountains of Israel, hear the word of the
Lord GOD; Thus saith the Lord GOD to the mountains, and to the
hills, to the rivers, and to the valleys; Behold, I, even I, will bring
a sword upon you, and | will destroy your high places. (4) And
your altars shall be desolate, and your images shall be broken:
and | will cast down your slain men before your idols. (5) And |
will lay the dead carcases of the children of Israel before their
idols; and I will scatter your bones round about your altars. (6) In
all your dwellingplaces the cities shall be laid waste, and the high
places shall be desolate; that your altars may be laid waste and
made desolate, and your idols may be broken and cease, and your
images may be cut down, and your works may be abolished. (7)
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And the slain shall fall in the midst of you, and ye shall know that
I amthe LORD.

By the mountains of Israel, is meant the higher order of the
people of lIsrael; such as exalted themselves above their
fellows, and perhaps prided themselves in being exempt from
popular fear and apprehension in the captivity. To such the
LorD will speak, and in an alarming voice. The judgments
threatened are very awful, and the common level to which the
whole kingdom shall be reduced, becomes a full proof, that
mountains and valleys with the LorD are the same. 7he sou/
that sinneth it shall die. We have a striking prophecy to the
same amount, Isaiah 24:2, 3.

EZEKIEL 6:8

Yet will | leave a remnant, that ye may have some that shall
escape the sword among the nations, when ye shall be scattered
through the countries.

Reader! do not too hastily pass away from this blessed verse.
Behold in it the grace and faithfulness of JEHOvAH! Recollect
what one of the Prophets was commanded to say: and one of
the Apostles as fully confirmed. Though thy people Israel
(said Isaiah) be as the sand of the sea, yet a remnant of them
shall return. lsaiah 10:22. Romans 9:27. And Reader! do not
overlook another grand thing here promised, namely, this
remnant is the LORD's leaving. Yes! no merit, no foresight, no
labour of theirs, in the least contributing to this great
salvation. It is very blessed to see our mercies: and doubly
blessed when we can trace them to their source, and behold
the same Almighty hands which laid the foundation, finishing
it also in grace. Zechariah 4:9. And Reader! | pray you yet
further to observe, the LorD's design in all this, namely, that
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the Church may have some that shall escape the general ruin.
And what is the cause, but that JEsus may he glorified in his
Church, in his redeemed. What would the LorD do for his
great name, if the LORD's cause was to be totally lost in the
ruin of his people? How would the great head of his Church
be glorified, if any of the members of his body perished?
Precious, Precious LORD JEsus! how blessed is it to find our
safety in thee! Joshua 7:8, 9. Exodus 32:11-14. Numbers
14:11-21.

EzEKIEL 6:9-10

And they that escape of you shall remember me among the
nations whither they shall be carried captives, because | am
broken with their whorish heart, which hath departed from me,
and with their eyes, which go a whoring after their idols: and they
shall lothe themselves for the evils which they have committed in
all their abominations. (10) And they shall know that | am the
LORD, and that | have not said in vain that | would do this evil
unto them.

Perhaps there is not a more blessed account of gospel grace,
and of that whichever was and ever must be gospel, than
what is contained in these and the foregoing verses. In the
former we have the whole cause of mercy; namely, JEHOVAH'S
sovereign will and pleasure. In these /atter, we have the
gracious effects of it. JEHOvAH in his threefold person and
character, is the sole cause of all: and his glory the first and
ultimate end and design of all: And the consequence of it, as
it concerns the happiness of his people; in grace here and
glory hereafter, is linked in the same chain. And Reader! do
not fail to remark the sweet properties of his grace, in the
hearts of that remnant whom the LORD leaves. They shall
remember the LORD; they shall loath themselves; and they
shall know JEHoVAH in his Covenant relation; and they shall
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most freely and frankly confess, the LORD's justice in all the
LorD's dispensations. Reader! here learn the truest evidences
of a regenerated heart. Self-loathing, self-abhorring; Gob-
glorifying, Gop-exalting, these were in Ezekiel's days, as truly
as they are in ours, the surest tokens of the soul's real
conversion towards Gob. The LorD give them both to him that
writes, and to him that reads! Amen.

EZEKIEL 6:11-14

Thus saith the Lord GOD; Smite with thine hand, and stamp with
thy foot, and say, Alas for all the evil abominations of the house of
Israel! for they shall fall by the sword, by the famine, and by the
pestilence. (12) He that is far off shall die of the pestilence; and
he that is near shall fall by the sword; and he that remaineth and
is besieged shall die by the famine: thus will I accomplish my fury
upon them. (13) Then shall ye know that | am the LORD, when
their slain men shall be among their idols round about their altars,
upon every high hill, in all the tops of the mountains, and under
every green tree, and under every thick oak, the place where they
did offer sweet savour to all their idols. (14) So will | stretch out
my hand upon them, and make the land desolate, yea, more
desolate than the wilderness toward Diblath, in all their
habitations: and they shall know that | am the LORD.

It should seem, from what is here said, that the Prophet was
to enforce the truths he had to deliver, by action of body as
well as expression of mind. Indeed, so solemn a subject might
well be supposed to excite animation. Diblath or Diblathaim,
as it is called in Numbers 33:46. was the wilderness Moses
describes, Deuteronomy 8:15.

REFLECTIONS

READER! amidst numberless subjects, which arise everywhere
and in every part of the word of Gob, some there are, which
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from their vast importance, arrest the mind more earnestly,
and call up the warmest attention. Such in an eminent
degree, is what is here said, of the remnant the LorD would
leave among his people in the worst of times. It was so in the
Church of Gob in the Prophet's days: and the same is so in
ours. Never, | believe, did the waters of the sanctuary run at
a lower ebb, than in the present period of the Gospel; but yet,
even now the LorD hath not left himself without witness. He
hath a seed that serve him: a people near to himself, that
awell alone, and are not reckoned among the nations. And
indeed, we may well exclaim with the Prophet, and say,
Except the LORD of hosts had left unto us a very small
remnant, we should have been as Sodom, and we should
have been like unto Gomorrah!

Shall not you and | be anxious to know whether we are of this
happy number? Surely it is a momentous concern. Behold
here then, in this Chapter, are their characters faithfully and
clearly drawn by JeHovAaH himself. The LorD saith, that they
are a remnant among a multitude, and such as have escaped.
They are brought into an acquaintance with themselves, and
know the plague of their own heart; and from this conviction,
they loath themselves for all the evils which they have
committed, and for all their abominations. They are brought
to remember the LORD also, and are made acquainted with his
salvation. And from the grace of JEHOVAH manifested to them,
and the conscious state of their own undeservings; they
discover, that their mercy all flows from JEHOVAH'S covenant
relations, and in that discovery they learn to know the LoORD.
My brother! say, hath the LorD thus wrought for his great
name's sake in your soul? Oh! the blessedness of Gob the
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HoLy GHOsT's teaching, in convincing of sin, of righteousness,
and of judgment. 1t is thus that all the LORrRD's remnant are
taught of Gop as his children, and great then /s the peace of
his children!

CHAPTER 7
CONTENTS

The Prophet still continues to bring his alarming message to
the house of Israel: and having in several preceding Chapters
announced the judgments that were coming upon them;, here
in this Chapter, by several awakening forms of expression,
informs them, that those judgments are now at the very door.

EZEKIEL 7:1-4

Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, (2) Also,
thou son of man, thus saith the Lord GOD unto the land of Israel;
An end, the end is come upon the four corners of the land. (3)
Now /s the end come upon thee, and | will send mine anger upon
thee, and will judge thee according to thy ways, and will
recompense upon thee all thine abominations. (4) And mine eye
shall not spare thee, neither will I have pity: but | will recompense
thy ways upon thee, and thine abominations shall be in the midst
of thee: and ye shall know that | am the LORD.

There is somewhat very striking in the manner of the
Prophet's opening this Chapter. It is like an alarm, rousing up
and imperiously demanding attention: and not unsimilar to
what our LORD represented in the parable. At midnight there
was a cry made, behold the bridegroom cometh, go ye out to
meet him. Matthew 25:6. Reader! it is always midnight in that
soul that is living in a careless state! But I would ask the
guestion of the Reader, (I mean the awakened and truly
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regenerated Reader), doth it not strike him, as it doth me,
that in the midst of these alarms, there is still discoverable
somewhat of divine love? Methinks, it is the expostulations of
grace, mingled with the just rebukes of a much injured LORD.
Under the frowning countenance of the threatened
dispensation, we can, | think, discern strong features of
mercy. See similar passages, Chapter 20 throughout. Hosea
11:8, 9.

EzEKIEL 7:5-13

Thus saith the Lord GOD; An evil, an only evil, behold, is come.
(6) An end is come, the end is come: it watcheth for thee; behold,
it is come. (7) The morning is come unto thee, O thou that
dwellest in the land: the time is come, the day of trouble /s near,
and not the sounding again of the mountains. (8) Now will I
shortly pour out my fury upon thee, and accomplish mine anger
upon thee: and | will judge thee according to thy ways, and will
recompense thee for all thine abominations. (9) And mine eye
shall not spare, neither will 1 have pity: 1 will recompense thee
according to thy ways and thine abominations that are in the
midst of thee; and ye shall know that | am the LORD that smiteth.
(10) Behold the day, behold, it is come: the morning is gone forth;
the rod hath blossomed, pride hath budded. (11) Violence is risen
up into a rod of wickedness: none of them shall remain, nor of
their multitude, nor of any of theirs: neither shall there be wailing
for them. (12) The time is come, the day draweth near: let not the
buyer rejoice, nor the seller mourn: for wrath /s upon all the
multitude thereof. (13) For the seller shall not return to that which
is sold, although they were yet alive: for the vision /s touching the
whole multitude thereof, which shall not return; neither shall any
strengthen himself in the iniquity of his life.

The same alarm is here given under another figure, to rouse
Israel. The evil come, and the morning arrived, when
sentence is to be carried into execution: these are strong
intimations to work upon the heart. But no calls, no alarms,
no threatenings avail, until grace enters the soul. How truly
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blessed it is, when with an eye to JEsus, the heart is led to see
redemption from all evils, and from all alarms, only in him.
When that effect the Prophet speaks of is wrought by grace,
the LorD's mercies in all dispensations are seen. Zechariah
12:10.

EZEKIEL 7:14-27

They have blown the trumpet, even to make all ready; but none
goeth to the battle: for my wrath /s upon all the multitude thereof.
(15) The sword /s without, and the pestilence and the famine
within: he that /s in the field shall die with the sword; and he that
/s in the city, famine and pestilence shall devour him. (16) But
they that escape of them shall escape, and shall be on the
mountains like doves of the valleys, all of them mourning, every
one for his iniquity. (17) All hands shall be feeble, and all knees
shall be weak as water. (18) They shall also gird themselves with
sackcloth, and horror shall cover them; and shame shall be upon
all faces, and baldness upon all their heads. (19) They shall cast
their silver in the streets, and their gold shall be removed: their
silver and their gold shall not be able to deliver them in the day of
the wrath of the LORD: they shall not satisfy their souls, neither
fill their bowels: because it is the stumblingblock of their iniquity.
(20) As for the beauty of his ornament, he set it in majesty: but
they made the images of their abominations and of their
detestable things therein: therefore have | set it far from them.
(21) And | will give it into the hands of the strangers for a prey,
and to the wicked of the earth for a spoil; and they shall pollute it.
(22) My face will | turn also from them, and they shall pollute my
secret p/ace: for the robbers shall enter into it, and defile it. (23)
Make a chain: for the land is full of bloody crimes, and the city is
full of violence. (24) Wherefore | will bring the worst of the
heathen, and they shall possess their houses: | will also make the
pomp of the strong to cease; and their holy places shall be
defiled. (25) Destruction cometh; and they shall seek peace, and
there shall be none. (26) Mischief shall come upon mischief, and
rumour shall be upon rumour; then shall they seek a vision of the
prophet; but the law shall perish from the priest, and counsel from
the ancients. (27) The king shall mourn, and the prince shall be
clothed with desolation, and the hands of the people of the land
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shall be troubled: I will do unto them after their way, and
according to their deserts will 1 judge them; and they shall know
that | am the LORD.

I include the whole under one reading for the sake of
shortness. In these verses is contained, the effect which must
always follow Gop’s judgment. No rank, no state, no condition
of man is exempt. When the sword is without, and the
pestilence within, both the king and the beggar fall under the
sweeping visitation. Grace only makes. a difference, when the
LORD comes o discern between the righteous and the wicked,
between him that serveth Gop, and him that serveth him not,
Malachi 3:18.

REFLECTIONS

LorD! help both Writer and Reader in the perusal of this
solemn Chapter, to make application of the awakening
contents to themselves, as it concerns the great day of the
LORD. Yet a little while, and as it relates to either, the cry will
be, the end is come, now is the end come upon thee. My soul,
if the archangel's trump was now to sound, how art thou
prepared? There is indeed laid up for them that fear Gop, a
crown of glory, which the LorD the righteous Judge will give
them at that day, and to all them that love his appearing. But
the question is, do we love his appearing? Is JEsus in his
person, in his work, in his saving grace, in the conversion of
sinners, and the comforting of saints, precious. If so we may
look forward with holy joy, and hail the approach of this great
day of Gobp. Blessed we shall then say be the day, when the
end is come to sin and sorrow; to pain, sickness, and care.
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Oh,! for grace thus fo be looking for, and hasting to the great
day of Gob!

Reader! as we pause over the review, let us bless our
gracious Covenant Gobp in CHRIST, if so be our souls are both
prepared for the troubles coming upon the earth. The day is
coming, when, as this scripture solemnly assures us: a/l hands
shall be feeble, and all knees shall be weak as water. In the
outward calamities of national judgments, the same flame
that burns up the city, consumes both the righteous and the
wicked in it. All swim in the same ship. All are saved or
stranded together. But in respect to /nward comforts, grace
lifts the soul above all danger. Oh! the blessedness to be
found in that day among the redeemed of the LorD, and
sealed as the LorD's hidden ones, by the HoLy SpPIRIT unto
eternal redemption. Grant, heavenly FATHER! for the LORD
JeEsus's sake, if it be thy heavenly will, both to Writer and
Reader, such rich assurances of faith, that when the great day
of the LorD shall come, and Jesus himself shall appear, we
may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his
coming!

CHAPTER 8

CONTENTS

Under the similitude of the image of jealousy, the Prophet in
this chapter sets forth the awful state of the people. And in
the figure of the idol Tammuz, the deplorable condition to
which all orders were reduced by sin, is described.

EzEKIEL 8:1
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And it came to pass in the sixth year, in the sixth month, in the
fifth day of the month, as | sat in mine house, and the elders of
Judah sat before me, that the hand of the Lord GOD fell there
upon me.

We here enter upon a most interesting Chapter, full of solemn
truths. The date of the vision, the Prophet hath marked. No
doubt the impression wrought upon Ezekie/'s mind made it
memorable. Jacob never lost sight of Beth-el; neither Moses
of the bush. The Reader will recollect, that Ezekie/ was in
Babylon at this time among those of the captivity; though in
his visions the scene represented to his mind was Jerusalem.
If the Reader be curious to calculate, and will compare this
latter vision with Ezekiel's former (Chapter 1%, he will find,
that a period of fourteen months had elapsed between. There
is somewhat worth remarking in what Ezekie/ hath said, of
sitting in his house at the time, and he elders of Juda#h sitting
before him. Probably they were assembled for worship or
meditation. And if so, how gracious was the LORD to be in
their midst. Reader! what an encouragement this is to public
as well as social worship! The promise of the LORD is absolute.
Matthew 18:20. And again, Matthew 28:19. And | cannot help
further remarking, that while Jerusalem herself was now
barren, and deprived of ordinances; the LORD'S poor captives
in Babylon found their solemn meetings blessed with the hand
of the Lorp Gob upon them. And how often have GopD’s dear
children found Jesus in the wilderness, while multitudes miss
him in the Church. How blessed was Patmos to John, and the
prison to Peter and his companions. Revelation 1:9-11. Acts
5:17-19.

EZzEKIEL 8:2
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Then | beheld, and lo a likeness as the appearance of fire: from
the appearance of his loins even downward, fire; and from his
loins even upward, as the appearance of brightness, as the colour
of amber.

I do not presume to say as much, but | venture to believe,
that this glorious vision was similar to Ezekiel's former,
(Chapter 1:26) And was not this the LorD JEsus, the glory-
man? Surely there can be no doubt, but that this Almighty
Mediator, from the first hour he stood up at the call of
JEHOVAH the FATHER in his office character, as the Great Head
of his Church and people; had /Ais delights, as he himself tells
us, with the sons of men, Proverbs 8:31. No sooner had he
gone forth in acts of creation, but his holy soul longed for the
open display to enter upon his acts of redemption. And until
the fulness of time, already fixed on in the ancient
settlements of eternity, for his manifestation in substance of
our flesh openly and fully to appear; he gave proofs to his
Church and people how earnest he was to enter upon, and
finish the work the FATHER gave him to do, by the various
appearances he made before them: sometimes in the form of
man, and sometimes in that of an angel. Yes, thou dear LORD!
thou didst plainly and clearly testify thereby, that thine own
heart was with thy people, and all the tendencies of thy
manifestation was love.

EZEKIEL 8:3-4

And he put forth the form of an hand, and took me by a lock of
mine head; and the spirit lifted me up between the earth and the
heaven, and brought me in the visions of God to Jerusalem, to the
door of the inner gate that looketh toward the north; where was
the seat of the image of jealousy, which provoketh to jealousy. (4)
And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel was there, according to
the vision that | saw in the plain.
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There is somewhat particularly striking in this act of the LORD.
The putting forth the hand, implies the SpirRIT of the LORD
being wpon him, or rather /n him: and the /ifting him up
between the earth and the heaven, to bring him in visions of
GoD to Jerusalem, was meant most probably to show, that
the Prophet's mind was now wholly under divine teaching; so
that in the visions of Gob which followed, there could be no
doubt of their reality. That it was the same glory which he
had before seen, became a further confirmation of the whole,
and was intended to this end. Thus prepared, the LORD
opened to his astonished mind the vision. He saw the seat of
the image of jealousy, which provoketh to jealousy. It is not
said what image this was; but, as the LorRD declared himself a
jealous Gop, jealous of his honor, and that honor particularly
insulted by the setting up of graven images, it is more than
probable, that this was some one of these several figures,
which Israel under different reigns had made their idol. What
an awful representation doth this give of the depravity of the
human heart! Though the bulk of the people had been carried
away into captivity for idolatry, and only a few left as vine-
dressers, and to till the ground; yet even that few will
continue to insult the LorD, though their brethren were in
bondage for the same. Reader! do not such views humble
your very soul before Gobp? Do you not tremble to think what
a nature you belong to, which in all the sons of men, is, and
would forever be alike capable of perpetrating the same sins,
did not grace restrain? Precious Jesus! | feel my soul humbled
to the dust in the recollection: and were it not, that from the
same nature it is by thy taking it upon thee | feel conscious of
being related to thee, thou holy, blessed, glorious LoRD, |
should blush at the very name of man. Oh! thou divine and
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Almighty head of thy body thy Church! what unknown and
unnumbered glories are folded up in this one view of thee,
that we are bone of thy bone, and flesh of thy flesh!

EZEKIEL 8:5-6

Then said he unto me, Son of man, lift up thine eyes now the way
toward the north. So | lifted up mine eyes the way toward the
north, and behold northward at the gate of the altar this image of
jealousy in the entry. (6) He said furthermore unto me, Son of
man, seest thou what they do? even the great abominations that
the house of Israel committeth here, that | should go far off from
my sanctuary? but turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater
abominations.

It should seem by what is said in those verses, that the LORD
meant his servant the Prophet should be enabled by such
facts brought before his eyes, to tell the elders that sat before
him, in what justice the LorD's punishments on Israel were
founded. How tender, but yet cutting is the LORD's
expostulation. Son of man seest thou what they do. Was it
not enough to make the LORD depart, when such dunghill
gods were set up against him; but yet, as if these
provocations were not enough, the LorD will show Ezekie/
greater, or as it might be rendered, more of the like
abominations. Reader! let us not in Israel's history, overlook
our own. What are the chambers of imagery in our hearts, is
the question? LorD! | would say with one of old, cleanse thou
me from my secret faults. Psalm 19:12.

EzeEkIEL 8:7-10

And he brought me to the door of the court; and when | looked,
behold a hole in the wall. (8) Then said he unto me, Son of man,
dig now in the wall: and when | had digged in the wall, behold a
door. (9) And he said unto me, Go in, and behold the wicked
abominations that they do here. (10) So | went in and saw; and
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behold every form of creeping things, and abominable beasts, and
all the idols of the house of Israel, pourtrayed upon the wall round
about.

What tended to aggravate those crying sins yet more was,
that they were committed in the very sanctuary. And they had
thrown up a wall to conceal from every eye, and none but his
eye who seeth in secret could discover. Alas! when sin is
made yet more exceeding sinful, both from the place and
persons, where and by whom it is wrought, the evil riseth to a
greater malignity. LorD! | pray thee give to me grace to
recollect, that my secret sins are in the light of thy
countenance, and all things are naked and open to the eyes
of him with whom we have to do. Psalm 90:8. Hebrews 4:13.

EzEKIEL 8:11-12

And there stood before them seventy men of the ancients of the
house of Israel, and in the midst of them stood Jaazaniah the son
of Shaphan, with every man his censer in his hand; and a thick
cloud of incense went up. (12) Then said he unto me, Son of man,
hast thou seen what the ancients of the house of Israel do in the
dark, every man in the chambers of his imagery? for they say, The
LORD seeth us not; the LORD hath forsaken the earth.

Oh! what an awful account is here. The Prophet hath
discovered now through the LorbD's teaching him, by looking
in through this hole in the wall, that it is not the common
people, not the ignorant, not the unlearned only, that were
given to idolatry; but the very elders, the ancients of the
house of Israel, from whom the people ought to have
received knowledge. The prophet saw seventy in number,
that is, the whole Sanhedrim; meaning al// the elders. Perhaps
the vision meant to say, that even those who sat before
Ezekiel in Babylon were to be included. And one more daring
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than his fellows the Prophet saw, whose person he knew, and
to his everlasting disgrace he is mentioned by name. And the
whole party were active and alive, ministering as the priests
of the true Gob were used to do, in the temple service, with
their censers. LORD! what is man! The LORD's second appeal
comes in after such a representation uncommonly striking!
Reader! have you and | seen such things in our day, in which
the divine goodness is provoked? Oh! what chambers of
imagery are there now in the world, yea, in the professing
world! The Lorp himself hath said, and who can unsay it: the
heart Is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked,
who can know it? Jeremiah 17:9.

EzEKIEL 8:13-14

He said also unto me, Turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see
greater abominations that they do. (14) Then he brought me to
the door of the gate of the LORD’S house which was toward the
north; and, behold, there sat women weeping for Tammuz.

What are there more views, more of the same like
abominations? Yes! here are the women of Israel introduced
as well as the men, in their open and daring impiety. The
former transgressions were in the chambers of retirement,
but these /atter are open; they seem lost to all shame; they
are at the door of the gate. It is not said what this 7ammuz
was: most probable an idol of a peculiar kind, for the women
are said to be weeping for it. But it hath been thought by
some, that with their idolatry they mingled whoredom; and as
such, like the crocodile, were found shedding tears over this
pitiful image, the more easily, perhaps to take their prey, in
such as stopped to remark their great tenderness. 1 Samuel
2:22. Oh! Lorb! to what a state hath sin humbled our nature!
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EzEKIEL 8:15-18

Then said he unto me, Hast thou seen tAis, O son of man? turn
thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations than
these. (16) And he brought me into the inner court of the LORD’S
house, and, behold, at the door of the temple of the LORD,
between the porch and the altar, were about five and twenty
men, with their backs toward the temple of the LORD, and their
faces toward the east; and they worshipped the sun toward the
east. (17) Then he said unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son of
man? Is it a light thing to the house of Judah that they commit
the abominations which they commit here? for they have filled the
land with violence, and have returned to provoke me to anger:
and, lo, they put the branch to their nose. (18) Therefore will |
also deal in fury: mine eye shall not spare, neither will | have pity:
and though they cry in mine ears with a loud voice, yet will 1 not
hear them.

Here is a picture, which holds forth the most finished
representation of all. Here are about five and twenty men,
with an uncovered front, got absolutely between the Porch
and the Altar; that sacred spot, where the priests, the
ministers of the LORD, presented themselves before the LorD,
on the days of humiliation: (See Joel 2:17.) and as if it were
not enough to withhold worship from the Lorp, they turn their
backs toward the temple, and their faces toward the east, to
bow down to the creature of the LorD, even the sun, while
standing with an unbent knee before the Creator, who is over
all, Gob blessed forever. Amen. As these five and twenty men
are said to be between the Porch and the Altar, there can be
but little question but that they were the priests. So awful, so
tremendously awful, was this abomination! And now the LORD
makes an appeal to the Prophet, and shows the justice of his
cause, in the vengeance that follows. And who but must
acknowledge it, when he beholds all Israel, with the elders,
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and the women; the priests, and the people; all given to
idolatry!

REFLECTIONS

READER! let us pause over the sad view of this Chapter, in
the contents of it, for it is most solemn: and consider well, the
dreadful representation here given, of the human heart! Could
it have been conceived possible, that while a whole nation
was reeking under the LorD's chastisements, in one of his
sore judgments of captivity; that the few which were saved by
divine mercy, could have braved divine justice, with such
horrible impiety! But Reader! in Israel, we only read the
history of all the world, and every heart. So very true, and so
universally just, is that scripture, a// the world is become
guilty before Gob. Who shall count the many transgressions
which arise in one heart, and in one day only, against the
sovereignty of Gob? Who shall write down the multitude,
which in the aggregate, are found in that day, in a single
town or village? And who shall describe the patience, and
long suffering of Gob, before whose view, and to whose all
discerning eye, the great mass of human transgressions, from
the whole earth, comes up every day, and all the day, in an
accumulated cloud of daring offence? Oh! how blessed, how
truly blessed that proclamation made by the LorD of himself,
in the holy mount, when he passed by and proclaimed, the
LORD, the LORD GoD, merciful and gracious, long suffering, and
abundant in goodness, and truth! Precious LORD JESus! how
truly is it seen in thee, and in thy great salvation, the
evidences of this divine truth! Here indeed thy Church behold
the wondrous grace and mercy displayed to the full. In thee
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the LorD JEHOVAH hath shown, that he keepeth mercy for
thousands, and forgiveth iniquity, transgression, and sin. In
thee, and by thy blood, and righteousness, the LorD hath
clearly testified that he doth by no means clear the guilty,
without an equivalent sacrifice. LorD! help both Writer and
Reader, to fall down under the deepest sense of sin, and to
look up, under the humblest hope of acceptance, in JEsus.
Blessed forever, blessed be the LorD, who so /oved the world
that he gave his only begotten SoN, to the end that all that
believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

CHAPTER 9
CONTENTS

The Prophet is following up the subject of the former Chapter
in this, with an account of divine judgments. The destruction
of the ungodly, and the salvation of the righteous, are here
solemnly related.

EzEKIEL 9:1

He cried also in mine ears with a loud voice, saying, Cause them
that have charge over the city to draw near, even every man with
his destroying weapon in his hand.

The Reader will keep in remembrance the glorious person
who was showing E£zekiel/ this vision, in the former chapter,
(verse 2.) The same it is that here cried with a loud voice in
the ears of the Prophet. The LORD speaks loud indeed, when
he speaks in judgment. It should seem, that by those that
have charge over the city, is meant Angels. Scripture
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represents them as sent, both for destruction and mercy. 2
Samuel 24:16. Acts 12:21-23. Hebrews 1:13, 14.

EZEKIEL 9:2

And, behold, six men came from the way of the higher gate,
which lieth toward the north, and every man a slaughter weapon
in his hand; and one man among them was clothed with linen,
with a writer's inkhorn by his side: and they went in, and stood
beside the brasen altar.

I beseech the Reader, to pay the greatest attention to what is
here said, and may Gobp the HoLy GHosT, be his Instructor. |
should conceive, that by what is related of six persons, and
one particularly distinguished among the rest, is meant seven
in number; six angels, and one person yet more, eminent.
And who could this be but the glory-man CHRIST JESUS? They
were for destruction: but //s office is mercy. The writer's ink-
horn by his side, seems to define his character. Surely JEsus
marked down the names of all his redeemed, when first he
received them from the FATHER in the book of life. He did not
die peradventure, and at an uncertainty, for an undetermined
number; for he saith himself, that the power he had given
him over all flesh, as mediator, (and no power could be given
to him but as mediator, for all power was his as Gop,
originally and underived, in common with the FATHER and the
HoLy GHosT, for all eternity,) was for this express purpose,
that he should give eternal life to as many as were given him.
John 17:2. And therefore, as this was secret, known only to
the Persons of the GODHEAD, angels not being privy to the
solemn transactions, yea, not in being, when done; it was
proper that the great Mediator, and Redeemer, should be
present, when the angels came to destroy; and to mark his
own, as a security from their destroying weapons. And |
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cannot but think, that the figure of a writer's ink-horn by his
side, (alluding perhaps to the custom among men, who when
they write abroad, fasten the ink-horn for convenience to
their side) hath no unapt resemblance to the pierced side of
JEsus on the cross, from whence issued blood and water. For
as all the redeemed of the LorD are washed in his blood, so
the mark by which they are known is the same. | do not
presume to say, that this conjecture is right: but I confess to
me it appears highly probable, and | love to discover JESUS
everywhere, and in everything of mercy: for sure I am there
can be no mercy but in him, and where he is. Who should
write the names of his people in the LAMB’'S book of life, but
the LAmB? Revelation 20:15. Who shall mark the flock, but the
owner of the flock? John 10:14. And who shall finally count
them over, and see that none is wanting, but He who first
numbered them? and of whom it is said, that in a// the cities
of the mountains, and of the vale, the flocks shall again pass
under the hand of him that telleth them. Jeremiah 33:13.
Precious Jesus! bring my soul under thy divine markings, and
the sprinkling of thy blood, that when the destroying angels
go forth, to execute their awful commission, like the houses of
Israel, in the midst of the Egypt of this world, I may be found
secured in thee, the LOrRD my passover. Exodus 12:29, 30. 1
Corinthians 5:7. | only detain the Reader with a short
observation more, on this wonderful verse, just to remark,
that the destroying angels, taking their stand beside the
brazen altar, might perhaps be intended to intimate, that
when the LORD's judgments really begin, they begin at the
house of Gob. And therefore, what the HoLy GHoST by the
Apostle hath said, may well impress our minds. For the time is
come (saith he) that judgment must begin at the house of
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Gobp: and If it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them,
that obey not the gospel of Gobp. And iIf the righteous scarcely
be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?
Solemn scripture! 1 Peter 4:17, 18.

EZEKIEL 9:3-4

And the glory of the God of Israel was gone up from the cherub,
whereupon he was, to the threshold of the house. And he called
to the man clothed with linen, which Aad the writer's inkhorn by
his side; (4) And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of
the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the
foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the
abominations that be done in the midst thereof.

There is somewhat most solemnly affecting in what is here
said of the glory of the Gob of /Israel, being gone up.
Probably, the expression is in allusion to the withdrawing of
the Shechinah, that is, the manifestation of the divine
presence, from the mercy seat and, intimating perhaps, that
when the LorD retires, judgment follows. Oh! how ought
every truly awakened soul, to cry out with David; LORD! take
not thine HoLy SPIRIT from me! Psalm 51:11. Reader! observe
what is here said of the call to the man clothed with linen,
and the commission given to him. Yes! it is a grand point in
the gospel, and the great warrant to faith, that Gop sent the
SON to be the Saviour of the world. 1 John 4:14. And here
again, as in the former verse, of the writer's ink-horn, the
linen garment is a further testimony of the Saviour. The High
Priest, who was a type of CHRIST, was so clothed. Leviticus
6:10. Revelation 19:13, 14. It is well worthy our observation,
how the LorD notifies his care over his people, and to show
who they are. The sighs and sorrows for sin, are the true
tokens of a broken and contrite heart. Therefore, doth any
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wish to know whether he is marked? The answer is direct! Do
you sigh, and cry, for all the abominations that are done in
the midst of the land? Are you humbled before Gob for sin,
and seeking justification alone, by the blood and
righteousness of JeEsus CHRIST? Where these effects are found,
there is the sure mark of Jesus. John 16:8-11. Acts 5:31.

EZzEKIEL 9:5-7

And to the others he said in mine hearing, Go ye after him
through the city, and smite: let not your eye spare, neither have
ye pity: (6) Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little
children, and women: but come not near any man upon whom /s
the mark; and begin at my sanctuary. Then they began at the
ancient men which were before the house. (7) And he said unto
them, Defile the house, and fill the courts with the slain: go ye
forth. And they went forth, and slew in the city.

I beseech the Reader to remark with me, the order which the
LorD hath here observed, in his visitations. He first secures
his people, before he executes judgment on the ungodly. He
first marks, and gathers his sheep into his fold; and then the
wicked, as goats, are driven from his presence, with
everlasting destruction. So the LorD Jesus hath himself
pointed out, the order of his judicial proceedings, at the last
day. See Matthew 25:31-46. There is another observation to
be made in these verses, and it is a very solemn one, namely,
the universal destruction of the ungodly: neither age, sex, nor
condition, admits of exception. None can be saved, but those
on whom is the mark. Reader! think how important it must
be, to be found in Jesus! Think how tremendously awful to be
found not in him! And observe yet further, the destroying
angels, are to execute their high commission, in all the
severity of it, without feeling pity or compassion. Yes! most
certain it is, that to their intelligent minds, there can be no
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object to excite regard, but such as love the LorD. Those who
admire the souls which bear the mark and image of Jesus, will
abhor those who bear the image of the beast. Revelation
19:19, 20. And what an awful idea is it, that the beginning of
this destruction of the wicked, is at the sanctuary: plainly
showing, that there will be many found among this number,
at the last day, who minister in holy things with
unregenerated hearts. So the LorD JEsus hath taught his
disciples to expect. Many will say to me (saith JEsus) in that
day, LorD! LORD! have we not prophesied (that is, preached,
or administered ordinances) /n thy name:. and in thy name
have cast out devils; that is, probably have been made useful
to the LORD's people, in helping them by the administration of
his word, who never partook of it themselves. (For rather
than the LorD's heritage shall go hungry, Jesus will feed them
from their enemies table.) Wonderful works, these are, no
doubt. But yet in common life, the same is found. Bad men
may be appointed, thus to act for the good of others, and like
the directing post to the traveler, guide to the right way, who
never move a step towards it themselves. Think Reader!
however; how very awful is such a situation! Matthew 7:22.

EzeEkIEL 9:8-10

And it came to pass, while they were slaying them, and | was left,
that | fell upon my face, and cried, and said, Ah Lord GOD! wilt
thou destroy all the residue of Israel in thy pouring out of thy fury
upon Jerusalem? (9) Then said he unto me, The iniquity of the
house of Israel and Judah /s exceeding great, and the land is full
of blood, and the city full of perverseness: for they say, The LORD
hath forsaken the earth, and the LORD seeth not. (10) And as for
me also, mine eye shall not spare, neither will | have pity, but |
will recompense their way upon their head.
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The Prophet's situation is strikingly marked. While they were
slaying, he was left alone. How must he have felt? What must
have been his views? He knew, that it was distinguishing
grace and mercy alone, that made all the difference. He
knew, that in point of merit, he had none to shelter him; and
that he was left alone, was the LorD's favor, and not his
desert. Well might he fall on his face, and in such general
desolations pray for Israel. Reader! think what an awful day
of Gop that will be, when these judgments will be fully
realized! The contemplation of it even at this distance is
solemn. Surely though the LorD's people; who now rejoice in
their mark of Jesus, rejoice with trembling. Who that now
mourns in secret, for the abominations of sinners, but must
feel for their final destruction. Here in this life these feelings
are right: indeed they are unavoidable; but in the great day of
Gob, they will be felt no more. The LoRD's answer to the
Prophet is most solemn. And it is well worthy our remark, that
the wrath of the LamvB is spoken of, as being the token of long
incensed patience and meekness; and not the wrath of the
Lion of the tribe of Judah; that is to mark the fierce anger of
the LORD at the last day. Revelation 6:16.

EzEKIEL 9:11
And, behold, the man clothed with linen, which Aad the inkhorn by
his side, reported the matter, saying, | have done as thou hast
commanded me.

This is a blessed conclusion to the subject. JEsus as Mediator,
the CHRIST of Gop, is said in the New Testament, to deliver up
the kingdom to Gob, even the FATHER: when he shall have put
down all rule, and all authority, and power. For having
received from the FATHER, in his office-character the
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government, the kingdom of grace, when grace is
consummated in glory, ceaseth, and the kingdom of glory in
perfection begins. So that JeHovAH, in his threefold character
of Person, FATHER, SoN, and HoLy GHosT, having
commissioned, and set up, CHRIST the Glory-man Mediator, it
becomes needful that the Mediator should be faithful to him
that appointed him. And here, having marked and secured his
people, and seen the destruction of his enemies, returns with
the report, saying, / have done as thou hast commanded me.
1 Corinthians 15:24-28. Hebrews 3:1, 2. with Isaiah 42:1-4.
John 17:4.

REFLECTIONS

PAUSE, my soul, and dwell with long, and solemn meditation,
over this sacred scripture, which holds up to thy view a
double aspect; like the pillar of cloud in the camp of Israel;
brightness and defense to the LorD's friends; darkness and
destruction to his enemies. Recollect, my soul, as thou
ponderest over what is here written, that voice the Prophet,
heard, thou wilt shortly hear; and a loud voice, to awaken all
that are in the graves it will be. And at that voice, the angels
will assuredly come forth, to destruction, with JEsus at their
head. 7he LorD Jesus shall be revealed from Heaven, (the
Scripture saith) with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking
vengeance on them that know not Gop, and that obey not the
gospel of CHRIST. Precious LORD Jesus! hast thou marked me
as thine own? Do | sigh, and cry, for the abominations that
are done in Jerusalem? Do | mourn in secret, for the
languishing state of Zion, in the present hour? Is it indeed a
grief to my soul, that so few are asking the way to Zion, and
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so few live up to their high christian calling? Yea, is it a grief
to my very soul, that my own enjoyments of divine things are
at so low an ebb, and that I live so far from Him whom. my
soul loveth? Are these among thy daily exercises; and dost
thou sigh, and cry, both for Zion's low estate around thee,
and the low estate in divine things, within thee. Yea! dust
thou groan, being burdened, as holy Paul did, for that thou
carriest about with thee, this body of sin, and death? Pause,
my soul, over the solemn consideration; and amidst these
sighs and sorrows, recollect that these are the features of the
LorD's holy mourners. These are the spots of Gob’s children.
These are the evidences that the man, the glory-man, the
man CHRIST JEsus, from his pierced side, hath marked thee,
and sealed thee, unto the day of eternal redemption. Take
comfort my soul! The LorD hath in thine instance, fulfilled that
precious promise, and hath poured out upon thee, a sprrit of
grace,; thou art looking unto Him, whom thou hast pierced,
and thou art mourning for Him, as one mourneth for his only
son, and as one in bitterness for his first born. And look up,
and hope with full assurance of faith; /e that soweth in tears,
shall reap in joy. Shortly the LorD will come, to be glorified in
his saints, and to be adorned in all that believe. And while the
ungodly, and unbelieving, shall be punished with everlasting
destruction from the presence of the LorD, and from the glory
of his power, the LorD will own thee for his own, and number
thee among his jewels.

CHAPTER 10

CONTENTS
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The Prophet is here introduced into other visions of GoD.
Under the similitude of coals of fire, between the Cherubim,
and the form of a man's hand, the Prophet hath his attention
greatly excited.

EzexkieL 10:1-4

Then | looked, and, behold, in the firmament that was above the
head of the cherubims there appeared over them as it were a
sapphire stone, as the appearance of the likeness of a throne. (2)
And he spake unto the man clothed with linen, and said, Go in
between the wheels, even under the cherub, and fill thine hand
with coals of fire from between the cherubims, and scatter them
over the city. And he went in in my sight. (3) Now the cherubims
stood on the right side of the house, when the man went in; and
the cloud filled the inner court. (4) Then the glory of the LORD
went up from the cherub, and stood over the threshold of the
house; and the house was filled with the cloud, and the court was
full of the brightness of the LORD’S glory.

We are here brought to visions and revelations of Gob. The
HoLy GHosT hath not been pleased to give the Church any
certain account what is implied in the solemn things here
spoken of; therefore humble waitings upon the LORD are more
suitable, and becoming, than mere conjectures. One point,
indeed, seems abundantly evident; that the man clothed with
linen, is the same as is spoken of in the preceding chapter;
and there should seem to be but little doubt, that this is the
GoD-MAN, CHRIST JEsus. His going in between the wheels, and
filling his hand with coals, and scattering them over the city,
may perhaps be intended to show, that the whole
government, both in nature, providence, grace, and glory, is
his.

EzekieL 10:5-15
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And the sound of the cherubims’ wings was heard even to the
outer court, as the voice of the Almighty God when he speaketh.
(6) And it came to pass, that when he had commanded the man
clothed with linen, saying, Take fire from between the wheels,
from between the cherubims; then he went in, and stood beside
the wheels. (7) And one cherub stretched forth his hand from
between the cherubims unto the fire that was between the
cherubims, and took thereof, and put /t into the hands of Aim that
was clothed with linen: who took /t, and went out. (8) And there
appeared in the cherubims the form of a man’s hand under their
wings. (9) And when | looked, behold the four wheels by the
cherubims, one wheel by one cherub, and another wheel by
another cherub: and the appearance of the wheels was as the
colour of a beryl stone. (10) And as for their appearances, they
four had one likeness, as if a wheel had been in the midst of a
wheel. (11) When they went, they went upon their four sides;
they turned not as they went, but to the place whither the head
looked they followed it; they turned not as they went. (12) And
their whole body, and their backs, and their hands, and their
wings, and the wheels, were full of eyes round about, evern the
wheels that they four had. (13) As for the wheels, it was cried
unto them in my hearing, O wheel. (14) And every one had four
faces: the first face was the face of a cherub, and the second face
was the face of a man, and the third the face of a lion, and the
fourth the face of an eagle. (15) And the cherubims were lifted
up. This /s the living creature that | saw by the river of Chebar.

This last verse seems to throw some little light upon the
subject, to guide us in our apprehension of the meaning of
this mysterious scripture. If we compare what is here said,
with a similar account, given in the book of the Revelations,
we shall be able perhaps, in some degree, by the teaching of
the HoLy GHosT, to form an humble judgment of the glorious
truth veiled under these expressions. See Revelation 4
throughout. The Prophet tells the Church, that the vision was
one and the same with that which he was favoured with by
the river Chebar, See Chap. 1:10. And as in that vision, one of
the cherubims had the face of a man, as well as in this, there
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should seem to be no difficulty in supposing, that this denoted
the human nature of CHRIST. And perhaps the whole of the
representation of the cherubim, had an allusion to the
glorious persons of the GoODHEAD. And if so, while the
distinction of person was thus preserved, the unity of the
divine essence was no less implied, in what is said of one
wheel, to whom a voice cried, and was heard by the Prophet,
to this amount. But, as | before remarked, as Gop the HoLy
GHosT hath not been pleased to explain this wonderful
scripture, it becomes us, with humble waitings, to be silent
before him.

EzekIEL 10:16-22

And when the cherubims went, the wheels went by them: and
when the cherubims lifted up their wings to mount up from the
earth, the same wheels also turned not from beside them. (17)
When they stood, these stood; and when they were lifted up,
these lifted up themselves al/so: for the spirit of the living creature
was in them. (18) Then the glory of the LORD departed from off
the threshold of the house, and stood over the cherubims. (19)
And the cherubims lifted up their wings, and mounted up from the
earth in my sight: when they went out, the wheels also were
beside them, and every one stood at the door of the east gate of
the LORD'’S house; and the glory of the God of Israel was over
them above. (20) This /s the living creature that | saw under the
God of Israel by the river of Chebar; and | knew that they were
the cherubims. (21) Every one had four faces apiece, and every
one four wings; and the likeness of the hands of a man was under
their wings. (22) And the likeness of their faces was the same
faces which | saw by the river of Chebar, their appearances and
themselves: they went every one straight forward.

The glory of the LorD going up, and departing, which is twice
spoken of in this short chapter, evidently testifies the
importance of the thing. But, except we interpret it with an
eye to the withdrawings of the LorD, in seasons of
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ordinances, and the like, there is no certainty what is implied
by it. Very awful it is, when at any time the LORD hides his
face from his people; but his withdrawings are still more to be
feared. Precious LORD! hear and answer the cry of every
exercised soul under this affliction, and take not, oh! take not
thine HoLy SPIRIT from us!

REFLECTIONS

Lorp! | pray thee to give both Writer and Reader, a spirit of
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of CHRIST JESUS:
without which this scripture, yea all the scriptures of our Gob,
will be as a sealed book, and a vision not opened. And if,
Almighty LorDp, there be anything leading to JEsus in this
divine chapter, oh, do thou lead my soul also to the
knowledge of him, that knowing him, | may be growing up to
the knowledge and love of him forever. And oh, precious LORD
Jesus! as in thine infinite condescension thou didst once
appear, as the intercessor of thy redeemed, give me to look
up, and view thee in the same character still: yea, LORD, may
I follow thee by faith, when thou goest up from the cherub,
and see thee entered into the holy of holies, yea, into heaven
itself, there to appear in the presence of Gob for us. Oh! thou
dear, thou glory-man CHRIST JESUS; give me to be clothed with
thy righteousness, that when thou comest finally to judge the
world, and to scatter indignation and wrath upon all the
adversaries of Gobp, as the fire here spoken of was scattered
between the wheels; in thy righteousness | may have
confidence, and not be ashamed before thee at thy coming.
Even so, Amen.
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CHAPTER 11

CONTENTS

The Prophet is still on the subject of the visions of Gob. A
striking judgment is recorded of the immediate effects of
Ezekiel's preaching. The LORD gives also many exceeding
great and precious promises before the close of the Chapter.

EZzEKIEL 11:1-4

Moreover the spirit lifted me up, and brought me unto the east
gate of the LORD’S house, which looketh eastward: and behold at
the door of the gate five and twenty men; among whom | saw
Jaazaniah the son of Azur, and Pelatiah the son of Benaiah,
princes of the people. (2) Then said he unto me, Son of man,
these are the men that devise mischief, and give wicked counsel
in this city: (3) Which say, /t /s not near; let us build houses: this
city is the caldron, and we be the flesh. (4) Therefore prophesy
against them, prophesy, O son of man.

It is remarkable here again in this place, how the LorD taught
his servant the Prophet by vision, and though in prison at
Babylon, yet in spirit he is led to Jerusalem. Sweet teaching of
the Lorp, when his gracious impressions are upon his people.
The LorD makes every place a Bethel/, and all events as the
blessed teaching of visions. So was the beloved apostle.
Revelation 1:10.

EzEKIEL 11:5-12

And the Spirit of the LORD fell upon me, and said unto me, Speak;
Thus saith the LORD; Thus have ye said, O house of Israel: for I
know the things that come into your mind, every one of them. (6)
Ye have multiplied your slain in this city, and ye have filled the
streets thereof with the slain. (7) Therefore thus saith the Lord
GOD; Your slain whom ye have laid in the midst of it, they are the
flesh, and this city /s the caldron: but I will bring you forth out of
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the midst of it. (8) Ye have feared the sword; and | will bring a
sword upon you, saith the Lord GOD. (9) And | will bring you out
of the midst thereof, and deliver you into the hands of strangers,
and will execute judgments among you. (10) Ye shall fall by the
sword; I will judge you in the border of Israel; and ye shall know
that | am the LORD. (11) This city shall not be your caldron,
neither shall ye be the flesh in the midst thereof; but | will judge
you in the border of Israel: (12) And ye shall know that | am the
LORD: for ye have not walked in my statutes, neither executed my
judgments, but have done after the manners of the heathen that
are round about you.

The same Almighty SpiriT, which lifted the Prophet up, here
fell upon him, that he might not fall down. And I pray the
Reader to observe, the gracious effects which follow, in the
LORD's promises, in these verses.

EzEKIEL 11:13

And it came to pass, when | prophesied, that Pelatiah the son of
Benaiah died. Then fell | down upon my face, and cried with a
loud voice, and said, Ah Lord GOD! wilt thou make a full end of
the remnant of Israel?

I detain the Reader, and stop his progress, at this single
verse, in order that he may remark, with me, the solemn
effects of Ezekiel's preaching and ministry. And observe what
mercy to the Prophet was mingled with judgment to Pelatiah.
Well might the Psalmist declare his intention to sing both of
Judgment and mercy, and to direct his song to the LORD,
Psalm 101:1.

EzexkIEL 11:14-21

Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, (15) Son of
man, thy brethren, even thy brethren, the men of thy kindred, and
all the house of Israel wholly, are they unto whom the inhabitants
of Jerusalem have said, Get you far from the LORD: unto us is this
land given in possession. (16) Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord
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GOD; Although | have cast them far off among the heathen, and
although I have scattered them among the countries, yet will 1 be
to them as a little sanctuary in the countries where they shall
come. (17) Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; | will even
gather you from the people, and assemble you out of the
countries where ye have been scattered, and | will give you the
land of Israel. (18) And they shall come thither, and they shall
take away all the detestable things thereof and all the
abominations thereof from thence. (19) And | will give them one
heart, and | will put a new spirit within you; and | will take the
stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh:
(20) That they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine
ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people, and | will
be their God. (21) But as for them whose heart walketh after the
heart of their detestable things and their abominations, | will
recompense their way upon their own heads, saith the Lord GOD.

It should seem, that this is not only a new sermon, but
delivered at a different period from the former, though the
interval was not perhaps long. And it is a very sweet and
gracious sermon, and full of the most blessed promises. And
what is here said is truly gospel, and evidently delivered with
an eye to CHRIST. The Reader will observe, not only what the
promises are, but how they are assured and confirmed in
covenant faithfulness: they all run up, and are founded in this
grand security; they shall be my people, and | will be their
Gop.

EzEKIEL 11:22-25

Then did the cherubims lift up their wings, and the wheels beside
them; and the glory of the God of Israel was over them above.
(23) And the glory of the LORD went up from the midst of the
city, and stood upon the mountain which /s on the east side of the
city. (24) Afterwards the spirit took me up, and brought me in a
vision by the Spirit of God into Chaldea, to them of the captivity.
So the vision that | had seen went up from me. (25) Then | spake
unto them of the captivity all the things that the LORD had
shewed me.
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What a peculiar situation of divine favor Ezekie/ was in, when
thus sent by the LorD on his ministry. When he had finished
his vision at Jerusalem, he is brought back by vision again to
the place from whence he set out. And having been thus
taught of the LorD those solemn truths, he communicated
them by way of comfort and encouragement, to the people of
the captivity. How gracious the LORD is, in thus making his
servants to minister to every state, and to every
circumstance. Precious LORD JEsus! is it not so now? Both
angels and men ordinances and means of grace; all minister
by thine appointment to them who are the heirs of salvation.
Hebrews 1:14.

REFLECTIONS

I WOULD beg the Reader to pause over this Chapter, and
behold the Prophet in his faithfulness, and the people in their
folly. With what earnestness the whole events which were
brought before the Prophet in vision, did appear; and how
was his heart melted in the review of them! And with what
indifference, perhaps contempt, did Pelatiah receive the
Prophet's commission, and what a solemn judgment followed!
LorRD! give grace to sinners, in this our day, of the public
ministration of thy word, that they may receive thy truth, in
the love of it, and it may prove a savour of life unto life in the
soul. Oh! blessed Jesus! come forth in a preached gospel,
subduing the hearts of sinners to the sceptre of thy grace,
causing every knee to bend before thee, and making every
tongue to confess, that thou art LORD, fo the glory of Gob the
FATHER. Amen.
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CHAPTER 12

CONTENTS

The Prophet is here, at the LORD's command, preaching by
type. Several situations he is placed in, purposely to follow up
the more advantageously, the LORD'S purposes.

EzEKIEL 12:1-16

The word of the LORD also came unto me, saying, (2) Son of
man, thou dwellest in the midst of a rebellious house, which have
eyes to see, and see not; they have ears to hear, and hear not:
for they are a rebellious house. (3) Therefore, thou son of man,
prepare thee stuff for removing, and remove by day in their sight;
and thou shalt remove from thy place to another place in their
sight: it may be they will consider, though they be a rebellious
house. (4) Then shalt thou bring forth thy stuff by day in their
sight, as stuff for removing: and thou shalt go forth at even in
their sight, as they that go forth into captivity. (5) Dig thou
through the wall in their sight, and carry out thereby. (6) In their
sight shalt thou bear /¢ upon thy shoulders, and carry jt forth in
the twilight: thou shalt cover thy face, that thou see not the
ground: for | have set thee for a sign unto the house of Israel. (7)
And | did so as | was commanded: | brought forth my stuff by
day, as stuff for captivity, and in the even | digged through the
wall with mine hand; I brought /z forth in the twilight, and | bare /t
upon my shoulder in their sight. (8) And in the morning came the
word of the LORD unto me, saying, (9) Son of man, hath not the
house of Israel, the rebellious house, said unto thee, What doest
thou? (10) Say thou unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; This
burden concerneth the prince in Jerusalem, and all the house of
Israel that are among them. (11) Say, | am your sign: like as |
have done, so shall it be done unto them: they shall remove and
go into captivity. (12) And the prince that /s among them shall
bear upon /is shoulder in the twilight, and shall go forth: they
shall dig through the wall to carry out thereby: he shall cover his
face, that he see not the ground with /s eyes. (13) My net also
will I spread upon him, and he shall be taken in my snare: and |
will bring him to Babylon fo the land of the Chaldeans; yet shall he
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not see it, though he shall die there. (14) And | will scatter toward
every wind all that are about him to help him, and all his bands;
and | will draw out the sword after them. (15) And they shall
know that | amm the LORD, when 1| shall scatter them among the
nations, and disperse them in the countries. (16) But I will leave a
few men of them from the sword, from the famine, and from the
pestilence; that they may declare all their abominations among
the heathen whither they come; and they shall know that | am the
LORD.

It is very proper for the Reader to remark what the LORD so
often repeats to his servant the Prophet concerning his
people, that they are a rebellious house. For this
consideration will help the Reader to make a double
improvement of the subject; first, of their unworthiness; and
secondly, of the divine mercy, and long sufferings, manifested
towards them. What, but covenant faithfulness in JEHOVAH,
could have held out against such hardened wickedness? And
what but Jesus’s person, blood, and righteousness, could have
been found to plead forbearance? Oh! how precious thus to
behold the efficacy of salvation in JeEsus, to the old Church,
before that JEsus came to render it effectual both to the old
and new? The figure of Ezekiel's removing his stuff, was
happily chosen, to show the removal of all Israel into
captivity. Probably the captives in Babylon hoped somewhat
might yet be done by the prince Zedekiah, and the people
that still remained at Jerusalem, for bringing them back. And
therefore these false hopes Ezekiel is here, by type, throwing
down; and showing, that even Zedekiah himself, with all that
remained in Jerusalem, except a few, should follow the
captives into Babylon.

EzekiEL 12:17-20
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Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, (18) Son of
man, eat thy bread with quaking, and drink thy water with
trembling and with carefulness; (19) And say unto the people of
the land, Thus saith the Lord GOD of the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
and of the land of Israel; They shall eat their bread with
carefulness, and drink their water with astonishment, that her land
may be desolate from all that is therein, because of the violence
of all them that dwell therein. (20) And the cities that are
inhabited shall be laid waste, and the land shall be desolate; and
ye shall know that | amm the LORD.

We have here another sermon of the Prophet; which though
short is solemn, and full of significance. The whole nation of
Israel is under divine correction. The portion already carried
away into Babylon, and those that remained at Jerusalem,
were all alike brought under the rod. In such seasons, fear,
and sorrow, and distress of mind, are the suited and
becoming feelings of the heart. £zekiel is to set the example.
For it is highly proper the prophets of the LorD should be first
in having a lively sense of divine judgments, who are to speak
of them to the people. It is well both in joy, and sorrow, that
they should take the lead. | beg the Reader not to overlook
the grand design of all, in the LorD's chastisements of his
people, with which this sermon closeth, like the former,
namely, that they may know JEHOVAH to be the LORD. It is a
blessed close to every ordination, and to every event, when
this is induced!

EzZEKIEL 12:21-25

And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, (22) Son of
man, what /s that proverb that ye have in the land of Israel,
saying, The days are prolonged, and every vision faileth? (23) Tell
them therefore, Thus saith the Lord GOD; | will make this proverb
to cease, and they shall no more use it as a proverb in Israel; but
say unto them, The days are at hand, and the effect of every
vision. (24) For there shall be no more any vain vision nor
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flattering divination within the house of Israel. (25) For | am the
LORD: I will speak, and the word that | shall speak shall come to
pass; it shall be no more prolonged: for in your days, O rebellious
house, will I say the word, and will perform it, saith the Lord GOD.

Here is a third sermon of the Prophet; and it is to the same
purport as the former. It should seem, that it was become
almost proverbial, if judgments did not immediately follow the
commission of sin, the sinner took confidence, and said, the
days are prolonged, and every vision faileth. Solomon had
remarked, much to the same purpose, long before.
Ecclesiastes 8:11. But the LorD here reproves the
presumptuous thought. One of the Apostles had it in
commission to tell the sinner, in yet more awful terms, the
sad mistake of such reasoning. See 2 Peter 3:3-11.

EZEKIEL 12:26-28

Again the word of the LORD came to me, saying, (27) Son of
man, behold, they of the house of Israel say, The vision that he
seeth /s for many days fo come, and he prophesieth of the times
that are far off. (28) Therefore say unto them, Thus saith the Lord
GOD; There shall none of my words be prolonged any more, but
the word which | have spoken shall be done, saith the Lord GOD.

This fourth Sermon closeth as the former, and the purport is
to the same amount. The LoRrRD's ways are sure, and none of
his words can fall to the ground. And what a sweet thought is
this, to the believer in JEsus: how alarming soever it becomes
to the despiser of His great name! Precious LORD JEsus! be it
my portion ever to keep in remembrance thy word, and do
Thou fulfil that sweet promise to my heart. John 14:23.

REFLECTIONS

63



THE POOR MAN’S OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

READER! if we spiritualize this chapter, in the several sermons
contained in it, may not you and | read the LorD's word as
addressed to ourselves? Child of man, saith JEHOvAH, thou
dwellest in the midst of a rebellious house; yea, we may
answer, true, LORD, for we carry about with us, in ourselves, a
rebellious heart. Everything, indeed, both within and without;
the remains of indwelling corruption, the whole world that
lieth in wickedness, and the great enemy of souls, make open
rebellion but too often in the soul. And ought we not, under
such circumstances, to do as the Prophet was commanded,
prepare for removing; and from one place to another, from
strength to strength, in the sight of all the people, testify to
every beholder, that here we have no continuing city, but are
seeking for one to come. Surely the people of Gob should be
for signs and wonders, as Joshua and his fellows were, men
wondered at! yea! the bread of life and the water of life, even
while the children of Gop receive it, and live upon it, in the
review of our unworthiness, and distinguishing grace, which
makes all the difference between the precious and the vile,
may well be eaten with holy fear and with Godly
astonishment. Believers, while they rejoice, rejoice with
trembling. Precious LORD JEsus! how increasingly precious dost
thou appear, when the undeservings of thy redeemed are
kept in remembrance. Well may every child of Gob cry out
with the Prophet, on beholding visions of his glory, woe is me
for I am undone, because | am a man of unclean lips, and |
awell in the midst of a people of unclean ljps, for mine eyes
have seen the King the LORD of Hosts. What a relief to a soul
under these awakening views of sin and uncleanliness is it to
behold, and with an eye of faith, the LamB of Gob taking away
the sin of the world.
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CHAPTER 13

CONTENTS

In this chapter the Prophet is reproving the false prophets,
and denouncing a woe upon them and the lying prophetesses.

EzEKIEL 13:1-16

And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, (2) Son of man,
prophesy against the prophets of Israel that prophesy, and say
thou unto them that prophesy out of their own hearts, Hear ye the
word of the LORD; (3) Thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe unto the
foolish prophets, that follow their own spirit, and have seen
nothing! (4) O Israel, thy prophets are like the foxes in the
deserts. (5) Ye have not gone up into the gaps, neither made up
the hedge for the house of Israel to stand in the battle in the day
of the LORD. (6) They have seen vanity and lying divination,
saying, The LORD saith: and the LORD hath not sent them: and
they have made others to hope that they would confirm the word.
(7) Have ye not seen a vain vision, and have ye not spoken a lying
divination, whereas ye say, The LORD saith /f; albeit I have not
spoken? (8) Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye have
spoken vanity, and seen lies, therefore, behold, | am against you,
saith the Lord GOD. (9) And mine hand shall be upon the prophets
that see vanity, and that divine lies: they shall not be in the
assembly of my people, neither shall they be written in the writing
of the house of lIsrael, neither shall they enter into the land of
Israel; and ye shall know that I am the Lord GOD. (10) Because,
even because they have seduced my people, saying, Peace; and
there was no peace; and one built up a wall, and, lo, others
daubed it with untempered morter. (11) Say unto them which
daub 7t with untempered morter, that it shall fall: there shall be an
overflowing shower; and ye, O great hailstones, shall fall; and a
stormy wind shall rend /% (12) Lo, when the wall is fallen, shall it
not be said unto you, Where /s the daubing wherewith ye have
daubed /f? (13) Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; I will even
rend /t with a stormy wind in my fury; and there shall be an
overflowing shower in mine anger, and great hailstones in my fury
to consume /t. (14) So will I break down the wall that ye have
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daubed with untempered morter, and bring it down to the ground,
so that the foundation thereof shall be discovered, and it shall fall,
and ye shall be consumed in the midst thereof: and ye shall know
that 1 am the LORD. (15) Thus will 1 accomplish my wrath upon
the wall, and upon them that have daubed it with untempered
morter, and will say unto you, The wall /s no more, neither they
that daubed it; (16) 7o wit, the prophets of Israel which prophesy
concerning Jerusalem, and which see visions of peace for her, and
there /s no peace, saith the Lord GOD.

There is somewhat very striking and awful in this scripture.
One should hardly conceive it possible that any men, much
less a multitude of men, should ever go forward unsent, and
without authority from the LorD, to speak in his name, and
more especially in times of public danger; yet we find the
history of the Church furnisheth numberless instances of the
kind. It hath been the custom in all ages. Reader! it is much
to be feared that it is so now. The ministry is with some a
genteel profession; with others, a lucrative one; and when
worldly motives prevail, and men assume the office for filthy
lucre's sake, they run unsent, and speak lies in the name of
the LorD. Oh! that every one about to enter the service of the
Sanctuary would pause at the threshold, and recollect that the
question put, are you inwardly moved by the HoLy GHOST to
take upon you this office, is answered to Gop, and not to
man. What awful expressions the LorRD makes use of to deter:
behold | am against you, saith the LorD. Oh! for grace, to
have a right understanding in this weighty matter!

EzEKIEL 13:17-23

Likewise, thou son of man, set thy face against the daughters of
thy people, which prophesy out of their own heart; and prophesy
thou against them, (18) And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe
to the women that sew pillows to all armholes, and make kerchiefs
upon the head of every stature to hunt souls! Will ye hunt the
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souls of my people, and will ye save the souls alive that come
unto you? (19) And will ye pollute me among my people for
handfuls of barley and for pieces of bread, to slay the souls that
should not die, and to save the souls alive that should not live, by
your lying to my people that hear your lies? (20) Wherefore thus
saith the Lord GOD; Behold, | am against your pillows, wherewith
ye there hunt the souls to make them fly, and | will tear them
from your arms, and will let the souls go, even the souls that ye
hunt to make them fly. (21) Your kerchiefs also will | tear, and
deliver my people out of your hand, and they shall be no more in
your hand to be hunted; and ye shall know that | am the LORD.
(22) Because with lies ye have made the heart of the righteous
sad, whom | have not made sad; and strengthened the hands of
the wicked, that he should not return from his wicked way, by
promising him life: (23) Therefore ye shall see no more vanity, nor
divine divinations: for | will deliver my people out of your hand:
and ye shall know that | am the LORD.

There were, it should seem, in Ezekiel's days, women also
that prophesied, and those prophesied falsely. We read of one
Anna, a prophetess in the Church, just at the birth of CHRIST;
and the promise of the gift of the HoLy GHosT, we know, was
both on sons and daughters. Luke 2:36. Joel 2:28. But the
women here spoken of are expressly declared to be /lying
prophets, and such as prophesied for gain. The pillows for
arm holes, and kerchiefs for covering, are figurative: it is to
be supposed intimating, the false security they held forth to
quiet the alarms of a guilty conscience. But, Reader, do not
fail to remark the sweet assurance given by the HoLy GHOST to
the people of Gob, to preserve them from such preachings. /
will deliver my people out of your hands. So that the LORD
undertakes to preserve Ais people from their delusions. And
while a woe is pronounced against false prophets, the LORD's
Israel are assured, that the LorD will reveal/ himself to his
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people otherwise than he doeth to the world, and they shall
know;, saith JEHOVAH, that | am the LORD.

REFLECTIONS

READER! what a mercy is it, in our day, that amidst all the
false prophets and heresies; which have come in like a flood,
the SpIRIT of the LorRD hath lifted up, and doth continue to lift
up, a standard against them; so that if any precious child of
Gob is at a loss to know the truth, amidst the multitude of
pretenders to it, there is a promise, which, if duly attended to
and regarded, cannot fail to preserve from error. Though the
LOrRD give you (saith one of the Prophets) the bread of
aaversity and the water of affliction, yet shall not thy teachers
be removed into a corner any more; but thine eyes shall see
thy teachers, and thine ears shall hear a word behind thee
saying, this is the way, walk ye in it when ye turn to the right
hand, and when ye turn to the left. And, as if this was not
enough, there is another absolute promise made by the LORD
to all the children of CHrIST, namely, that they shall all be
taught of Gop. Here therefore the LorD engages for them,
that they shall be kept from false prophets, and be brought
under true teachers; and the LorD JEsus makes this a standing
testimony or mark, that all that are truly taught of Gob come
to him. Reader! | beseech you, let this be your improvement
and mine from the perusal of this chapter. Do we dread lying
prophets? Are we earnest to discover the chaff from the
wheat? Is it a momentous concern to know the truth, that the
truth may make, us free? What then are we taught of CHRIST?
What do the present prophets, | mean the preachers of the
present generation, tell us of Jesus? Do they hold Him up as
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the Scriptures reveal Him, the way and the truth and the life?
Do they delight to speak of the glories of His person, and of
the everlasting and eternal merit and efficacy of His blood and
righteousness, as Gob the HoLy GHoST delights to glorify him?
If so, these are the true Prophets, because they lead, as the
star guided the wise men, unto CHRIST; and hereby know we,
saith the Apostle, the spirit of truth from the spirit of error.

CHAPTER 14

CONTENTS

We have here the Prophet Ezekiel surrounded with certain of
the Elders of Israel, to hear him preach. The LORD himself
answers them.

EzEKIEL 14:1-3

Then came certain of the elders of Israel unto me, and sat before
me. (2) And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, (3) Son
of man, these men have set up their idols in their heart, and put
the stumblingblock of their iniquity before their face: should I be
enquired of at all by them?

What a striking representation is here of the Church in all
ages! As it was with Ezekiel/ in Babylon, so is it now in the
Egypt of the present world. In our congregations we know not
who they are that sit before us. But the LorD knows who they
are, and all the motives of their coming. And, oh! that all
hypocritical followers of the Church of Gob would listen to
what the LORD here saith, the LOorRD will not be enquired of
such, but will give them his own tremendous answers!
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EZEKIEL 14:4-8

Therefore speak unto them, and say unto them, Thus saith the
Lord GOD; Every man of the house of Israel that setteth up his
idols in his heart, and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity
before his face, and cometh to the prophet; | the LORD will
answer him that cometh according to the multitude of his idols;
(5) That | may take the house of Israel in their own heart,
because they are all estranged from me through their idols. (6)
Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD;
Repent, and turn yourselves from your idols; and turn away your
faces from all your abominations. (7) For every one of the house
of Israel, or of the stranger that sojourneth in Israel, which
separateth himself from me, and setteth up his idols in his heart,
and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, and
cometh to a prophet to enquire of him concerning me; | the LORD
will answer him by myself: (8) And I will set my face against that
man, and will make him a sign and a proverb, and | will cut him
off from the midst of my people; and ye shall know that | am the
LORD.

There is a great beauty in the original, both at this verse and
at verse 7™. Thus saith the Lorp Gob, every man; it is man,
man, intimating somewhat stronger than the phrase every
man, the doubling or reiteration of man. 1 beg the reader to
remark also those fwo grand and solemn expressions in this
passage, first, the LorD's answering him by Aimself; and,
secondly, the LoORD's setting his face against that man.
Reader! can your imagination fancy anything more solemn or
alarming!

EzEKIEL 14:9-11

And if the prophet be deceived when he hath spoken a thing, |
the LORD have deceived that prophet, and | will stretch out my
hand upon him, and will destroy him from the midst of my people
Israel. (10) And they shall bear the punishment of their iniquity:
the punishment of the prophet shall be even as the punishment of
him that seeketh wnto Aim;, (11) That the house of Israel may go
no more astray from me, neither be polluted any more with all
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their transgressions; but that they may be my people, and | may
be their God, saith the Lord GOD.

There is somewhat most awful in what the LorD here saith of
deceiving the Prophet. The sense seems to be this. When
men heap to themselves teachers having itching ears, and
turn away from the truth, and are turned unto fables, the
LORD gives them up fo strong delusions to believe a lie. Awful
judgment! 2 Timothy 4:3, 4. Job 12:16. But | beg the Reader,
when he hath paid due attention to this part of the subject,
not to overlook, but earnestly keep in view, the LORD's design
in all this, and the over-ruling power of Gob to make good
spring out of evil, for Israel's sake his glory. That the house of
Israel go not any more astray, but remember their covenant
relations to Gob; that they may be my people, and | their
Gop, with the LorpD GobD. Oh! how blessed, how infinitely
blessed and gracious this is!

EzEKIEL 14:12-21

The word of the LORD came again to me, saying, (13) Son of
man, when the land sinneth against me by trespassing grievously,
then will I stretch out mine hand upon it, and will break the staff
of the bread thereof, and will send famine upon it, and will cut off
man and beast from it: (14) Though these three men, Noah,
Daniel, and Job, were in it, they should deliver but their own souls
by their righteousness, saith the Lord GOD. (15) If | cause
noisome beasts to pass through the land, and they spoil it, so that
it be desolate, that no man may pass through because of the
beasts: (16) Though these three men were in it, as | live, saith
the Lord GOD, they shall deliver neither sons nor daughters; they
only shall be delivered, but the land shall be desolate. (17) Or /f1
bring a sword upon that land, and say, Sword, go through the
land; so that I cut off man and beast from it: (18) Though these
three men were in it, as | live, saith the Lord GOD, they shall
deliver neither sons nor daughters, but they only shall be
delivered themselves. (19) Or /f1 send a pestilence into that land,
and pour out my fury upon it in blood, to cut off from it man and
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beast: (20) Though Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, as | live,
saith the Lord GOD, they shall deliver neither son nor daughter;
they shall but deliver their own souls by their righteousness. (21)
For thus saith the Lord GOD; How much more when | send my
four sore judgments upon Jerusalem, the sword, and the famine,
and the noisome beast, and the pestilence, to cut off from it man
and beast?

We have no difficulty in explaining sin as the cause of sorrow.
The four sore judgments of Gobp, famine, the sword, wild
beasts, and pestilence, are among the rods by which guilty
nations, in all ages, have been scourged. But when Noah,
Daniel, and Job, are spoken of as beings saved from general
destruction by their righteousness, this can only be explained
upon Gospel principles. The unerring language of the Word of
Gobp /s, all have sinned and come short of the glory of GobD;
and, therefore, by the deeds of the law can no flesh be
Justified in GopD's sight. | humbly conceive, therefore, that
those three men are here introduced as types of CHRIST. Noah
by faith is said to have prepared an ark for the saving of his
house, by which he condemned the world, and became heir
of the righteousness which is by faith. Hebrews 11:7. This
explains the whole. These types of CHRIST represent the
person and righteousness of JEsus, by whom alone they, and
every individual heir of faith, could obtain salvation.

EZEKIEL 14:22-23

Yet, behold, therein shall be left a remnant that shall be brought
forth, both sons and daughters: behold, they shall come forth
unto you, and ye shall see their way and their doings: and ye shall
be comforted concerning the evil that | have brought upon
Jerusalem, even concerning all that | have brought upon it. (23)
And they shall comfort you, when ye see their ways and their
doings: and ye shall know that I have not done without cause all
that | have done in it, saith the Lord GOD.
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What a gracious close is made to this solemn chapter! I hope
the reader will not overlook it or lose sight of it. Can anything
be more lovely, more interesting, or more recommending, in
proof of the Divine mercy? Observe the several sweet
particulars contained in those two verses: Yet, saith the
LorD—it forms a blessed yet, as if the LorD had said, Yet, in
spite of all Israel's sins and Israel's unworthiness, there shall
be a remnant that shall be brought forth. Yes, Reader, there
is, there must be, in the worst of times a remnant according
to the election of grace. Romans 11:5. And observe further,
this remnant shall be brought forth from the general wreck
and ruin of the pestilence and sword. Genesis 19:29. And
observe yet more, this remnant shall be both of sons and
daughters. Yes, there Is neither Jew nor Greek, bond nor free,
male